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Memember Sldv&ji! And count this Life as grass. 
Ln this world and the next, rely on Fame alone. 
Remember Shivdji ! Ilis form, his noble aims ; 
Forget not also all his valiant deeds on earth. 

RLmoks. 




PREFACE 


I HAVE to aekno\vlo(]f^(i my iiidol)fcofluesH Lo Ufio 
Balifidur H. A. Gupic, Curalor oT the VicLoria Memorial 
Exliibiiion, Calcutta, for pormission Lo reproduce the 
picture of Sliivfijl, by Rrijfi Kavi Varma, said to be 
copied from a contemporaiy Dutch print ; to Mr. 0. A. 
Kincaid, C.V.O., I.O.S., for permission to produce his 
spirited version of the Ballad of Sinhagad, and for 
kindly reading and correcting my proofs; to Mr. 
R, D. Remade, M.A,, for translating the selections 
from the old MaiYith^l poets given in Appendix II ; 
and to Mr. V, A. Smith and the officials of the 
Clarendon Press for valuable advice and assistance 
in many ways. The map is the work oE Mr. R. K. 
Bhide of the Poona Agricultural College. 



NOTE 


The ortliograpliy oi' proper names is that adopted 
by the Government of India in the Imperial Gassottecr. 
The vowels have the following values : — a, as in 
woman ; d, as in father ; z, as in kin ; 'i, as in in- 
trigue; 0, as in cold; w, as in bull; it, as in rule. 
{It should be remembered that the ((■ sound in the 
English cat, &c., is never found in the Marfithi dialect.) 
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No life of Shiv^ji has up to the present appeared 
in English, Yet we can hardly exaggerate the impor- 
tanccj in the history of modern Indiaj of the great 
chieftain who laid the foundations of the MarathS. 
Empire, Fortunately^ the materials for such a compi- 
lation are good and abundant. The great families of 
the Deldian all have their hahUar^, or family clironieles, 
which are replete with information, Of the Bliosle 
clan alone, to which Shivdji belonged, some sixteen 
such chronicles still exist, and many more must 
have perished. Of these, the Chitnzs hahkaVi and the 
balchav known as Chitragupta's, conveniently edited 
with notes in Mar^ithi by K. N. Sane, B.A., have been 
chiefly used in the compilation of tlie present mono- 
graph. Another interesting hakliarj which has also 
been consulted, is given in Forrest^s JSelections from 
the Bombay State Papers (Mardth^ Series, vol. i). 
This is a translation, made by 'E, Frissel, Poona, 1806’, 
of a document, now lost, compiled by native clerks 
from records preserved in the Daftfirkhand in Shivdjfs 
capital at Raigad. It is therefore of unique importance. 
Some doubts, however, have been thrown on the 
accuracy of the translations. It is hardly possible, for 
instance, that a Mardtha chronicler should describe 
Shivdjf as sallying fortli ^ on a night darker than his 
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own Another tranfilation of iia old hahluir, 

said to be based on an even older one made for 
Shivaji’s son R^ijYiram at T^njiir, was pnblislied by 
J. L. Mfinker, under the title of The Life unci E'xploUs 
of SUivdjij Nirnaya Sfigara Press, Bombay 1884'. Tlio 
original MS., wliidi was found at P^lch^d, had appa- 
rently disai^i^Gared, A mass of docuuionts relating to 
ShiVflji, including letters to Aurang^cb, to his son, and to 
his brother, still exist in various parts of the Presidency 
of Bombay. Many of those await publication, though 
some have appeared in the Ililidm ScmcjmhcCf edited 
by Rdo Bahadur Piirasnis of Sdtfca. It is imperative 
that all sucli documents should be publislaod as soon as 
possible. Owing to official neglect, a vast mass of 
information which was extant in the time of Grant 
Duff has now completely disappeared. Among local 
sources of information, mention should perhaps bo 
made of the picturesque ballads or 2 '>uvddds, of the 
exploits of Shiv^ji, still sung by tlie Gondh^dls, or 
wandering minstrels, at fairs and festivals all over 
the Dekhan. Some of these have been collected by 
Acworth and Sh^ligrfim (London 1891), and a speci- 
men is included in the appendix to this volume. Of 
Mahoinmcdan histories of the Dekhan, Briggs's trans- 
lation of Ferishta’s IJUto'}2J of the Deccan (Repidnt, 
Cambray, Calcutta 1908), and the famous Munta- 
khahu4 Luldbi of Muhammad Hashim, commonly 
called Khdfi Khdn, toanslated by Elliot and Dowson 

* Telang in hanade’s JRiso of the Mardthdi Fotver^ cli. xiii. See 
the full cliscitsmon of other original clocmnents there given. 
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in their History of India aa told hy its qio]i His- 
toriann (London 1877), vol. vii, arc the most; im- 
portant. 

Of English works on Marathd liistoryj the earliest 
which concerns UvS is the entertaining Ne^u Ammit 
of East India and Persia by Dr. Fryer (London 1698),^ 
Fryer was in Bombay when Shiv^iii was cx'owned at 
R^igad, and so what he has to tell ns is of peculiar 
interest. Other early works are Orme’s Hislorical 
FraymenU of the Moghal Empire (London 1805)^ Scott 
Waring'si)fartii5/i<:fe (London 1810), and Briggses History 
of the Mahommedan Power (1832). Most important, 
however, by far, is Grant Duff’s masterly Histo'^'^j of 
the Mahrattas (London 1826, Bombay 1863, 1873, 1878, 
and Calcutta 1912), which is now invaluable, as the 
author had access to a vast mass of documents now, 
alas, lost. They were deposited by the author with 
the Bombay Literary Society, and when that society 
became extinct they also disappeared. The late 
Justice R^uiade’s brilliant little essay on The Rise of 
the Mardthd Power (Bombay 1912) is spoilt by the 
author’s exaggerated views on his hero’s merits and 
achievements. One of the most valuable books to the 
student of MarAth^ history is tliat extraordinary 
monument of scholarly research and diligence, The 
Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency (Bombay 1896). 
Volume I contains the important essays of Sir R. G. 
Bhanclarkar on the ^ Early History of the Deccan’, 
and of Sir J. P, Fleet on the 'Dynasties of the Kanarese 
^ Reprint, Hakluyt Society. Rd, Oi’ooke, 1909. 
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Districts TJie other volumes tiro replete ^vitli local 
information. 

English writers on Indian History generally speak 
of Shiv^ji as an assassin and freebooter; Indian 
authors run to tlio opposite extreme in palliating his 
faults and magnifying Jiis achievements. The object 
of the historian is, I conceivoj to 

‘ Nothing cxtcniuito 
Nor aught set down in malice/ 

This I have endeavoured to do. Witli what degree 
of success, I leave my readers to judge. 


Poona, 1914, 


H, G. Rawijnson, 
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OHAPTBK I 

THE EAKLY HISTOEY OF THE DEKHAN 

Almoh'L’ acroHB tho centre of the Indian peninsula 
.stretches the great natural barrier of the Vinclhya 
jnountains. Southward of this lies the Dekhan, the 
Sanskrit Dahahind'patlia or South Country, a vast 
rockjr plateau, its slopes covered with dense forests 
and intersected by precipitous gorges, whicli formerly 
rendered it almost inaccessible to the invader. An 
Alexandrian merchant, who visited Bi’oach in the 
first century A.C., says that tlie Dekhan in his day 
‘ consisted of desert regions and vast mountains, 
swarming with wild beasts of every description — 
leopards, tigers, elephant.s, huge snakes, hyenas, and 
monkeys of various kinds ’d Tlio Chinese pilgrim 
Fa Idian, throe hundred years later, speaks of the 
Dekhan as precipitous and dangerous. It was, he 
found, impossible to penetrate its fastnesses without 
guides, who passed tho traveller on from one to another. 
Along the western side, tlie land slopes away abruptly 
to tho sea, the Sayhddri, or Western Ghats, forming 
a kind of fringe or barrier, between which and the 
ocean lies a narrow strip of alluvial country called the 
Konkan. The climate of the Konkan is moist and 
humid, and the soil is rich and fertile ; but tlie great 

^ I^erqjlua Maris Uri/th)'aci) § 50 (ed. Miiller), 
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inland plateau ol the Deklian is hot and diy^ and the 
ground is baiTon and stony. The rain-clouds, wliich 
from Juno to Septomhor sweep inland from the 
Arabian Sea, beat vainly against the rocky wall of 
the Sayh^dris, where their moisture is precipitated in 
furious storms, resulting in a rainfall often of two or 
three hundred inclxcs in throe or four months. Inland 
tliey penetrate but feebly, often indeed not at all 
Parts of the Dekhan are almost periodically iarnino- 
stricken. In the terrible Duryd Mvi famine of 13D0<- 
1408, no rain at all fell for twelve whole years, and 
for two decades the land was a desort, inhabited only 
by wild beasts and robbers. One feature of the 
cotintry must be particularly noted. The action of 
sun and rain lias carved out a number of abrupt, Hat- 
topped peaks all over the land, easily convertible, by 
means of a few curtains and bastions at the least 
inaccessible points, into almost impregnable foi'ts. 
These natural strongholds have, from time iininomo-' 
rial, played a decisive part in the country's history* 
The Mar4th4 billmon, issuing ivom thorn in sudden 
sallies, would seek ihoir shelter wlion seriously assailed, 
only to creep out again when the baihed foe retired, 
and hang on his flanks like a pack of wolves, cutting 
off stragglers and intercepting supplies. Tp7)x^l\ dXX' 
dyadr) Kovporp6(^o9, said Ulysses of Ithacad The 
inhabitants of these wild and sun-swept tracts were 
equally frugal and hardy. Mounted on their tiny 
ponies, the Maratha horsemen could thrive wliere any 
^ ' Rough and stony, but a good nui'ijing-iuotboi'.’ Od. ix, 27. 
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other army amat have starvecL They often lived for 
days togethorj wo are informed by perfectly reliable 
authorities, on ears of corn plucked and rubbed between 
the liands.^ 

Beyond the Vindhyas, Aryan civilimtion penetrated 
slowly. In tbo lidmdya ac6, Rdiua speaks of the country 
round the Godfivcri as the 'forest of Daudaka*, and it 
is inhabited by ^ deuion>s \ Efikshaaas and Dasyua, — 
probably the wild aboriginal hillxuenj — who plagued 
Aryan settlors who ventured within its borders. It 
was piubably not before the seventh century n.C. that 
the Dekhan became Hindu in language and customs, 
Even tlien, its inhabitants retained a great many of 
their distinctive racial peculiarities. The leaven of 
Aryan blood was by no means as strongly felt as in 
the Panjab or the Ganges valley. On the other hand, 
the Dekhan highlands were far more affected than the 
pui-oly Dra vidian kingdoms south of the Krishna^ which 
remained, in blood and language, very little influenced 
by their contact with the Aryans, though tliey adoj)ted 
their social and religious system. The inhabitants of 
the Doklian appear to belong mainly to a Seytho- 
Draviclian stock, with a considerable Aryan element 
in the higlier castes. They speak a dialect which is 
Aryan by descent, with an intermixture of a few 
aboriginal roots and forms. 

The origin of the woi'd MaT&thd is involved in some i 
obscurity . In the inscriptions of Asoka" (272 B.a); * 

^ Grrant Putf, i. 571, noU 
Rock-etlicfc Y, tian&. Y. A. Smith, Oxford, 1904. 
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we find mention made of the ^ Raatikas and Pitenikas’, 
among the nations on his Lovdei's to whom the Emperor 
sent his Buddhist missionaries. The Pitcnikas arc, 
no doubt, the people of Paithau, and the RAstikas 
the Mard^tlids. These RAstikas or Rathas came to 
call themselves Mahfi-Rathas, just as tlic Bliojas of 
Ber^r styled themselves Malid-bhojas. Hence arose 
the term Mah^-rathi, which (with, the feminine Mah/l- 
rathuil) is common in cave inscriptions in the Dekhan 
as early as the second century a ,}). Tlie countjy in 
which the Mahrirathis lived was called Mali^ir^itha, 
more familiar to us in its Sanskrit form MahfuAshtra. 
^Wheiico the MaiAthds originally came is by no 
means clear. Local legends connect them with the 
Rajput clan of the Rahtors, witli whom the ancient 
family of the Rashtrakiitas, apparently on good 
grounds, claims kinship. Later clans, such as the 
Bhosles, to which Shiv^iji belonged, also trace their 
origin to a Rd^jput ancestor. If this is true, the trace 
of Rajput blood in the veins of the Marfitli^l fighting 
classes may partly account for their valour and love 
of warfare.^ 

The creed of Gautama, preached in the Dekhan by 
Asoka’s missionaries, appears to have become extremely 
popular there. Innumerable Buddhist caves are to bo 

^ On this subject, see the learned remarks of Sir R. D, lihan** 
darkar, ' Early I-Iisfcory of the Dekhan ’ {Boniban QazcUm% I. ii. 
143), and of Sir J. It. Eleet, ‘History of the Kanarese 

Districts/ ibid. 384. Fleet would connect the Ratthas with the 
Reddis, but these speak Kanarese, not Marathi. An old deriva- 
tion of Maharashtra, as ‘Country of the Mhars’, gave great 
local 0 Fence ! 
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found all over the country. Of these, the magnificent 
Ohaitya hall at Karli, with its cathedral-like aisles, 
and its semi-Persian pillars, and the AjantA caves, 
with their exquisite frescoes, are perhaps the most 
conspicuous examples. Buddhism died out by degrees 
in the Dekhan in the fiifth and sixth centuries A.n., but 
some remains of Buddhist influence may probably be 
still traced in the popular religion of the country. The 
god Yitthala O)' Vibhob^ of Pandhfirpur is, among the 
lower orders, pcriiaps the favourite local deity to-day. 
In his temple distinctions of caste cease to exist ; his 
festivals coincide with the Buddhist Lent; and his 
shrine is called by the Buddhist name vihdra} 

The earliest imlers of the Dekhan of whom we hear 
are the i^ndhras or Satav^hanas, a dynasty which 
ruled from very early times to the middle of the 
third century A.n. Their fame still lingers in the 
mind of the unlettered peasant in. the legends of 
the greatness of the mythical Sh^livdhana. There 
is little doubt that the Dekhan under the jLndhras 
was a flourishing and prosperous kingdom. Greek 
traders plied up and down her coasts from Broach to 
Goa, bringing wine and glass and specie, and beautiful 
girls for the royal harem, ^ and taking in exchange 
onyx stones, fine muslins, aiid costus, lycium, and • 
other spices and unguents beloved of the Roman 
ladies. Powerful mercantile guilds, like the weavers, 

^ Yitthala, Yithu, is of course a dialectic corruption of 
Vishnu, But Buddha is, according to Hindu mythology, an 
amtar of Yiahnu, 

® FeH^liis^ § 49 . 

1747 B 
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druggists, and corn-merchants, devoted themselves to 
religious workS; such as the cave-temple of Kd.rli and 
the Amravati Ports lilcc Bx^oach, and inland 

cities like Suppara, Paithan, Nd-sik, Kalyfin, Tdgara, 
and many others, flourished exceedingly; and good 
roads connected them with the sea. Paithan especially 
was ^ the jewel and glory of Mahdrdshtra, with inch 
palaces and cool temples with wide I'oads, stx'ong 
walls and moats, and white market-placcsd Tlie 
Andhras were patrons of literature. The Mahdx'dshtri 
is classed by grammarians among the five great 
Prdkiut dialects of mediaeval India. The BHliat KaLliA^ 
from which Somadeva largely drew his immortal 
" Ocean of Stories,’ and the Saptashatiy an anthology 
of love-lyrics pi’aiscd for their elegance by the great 
Edna, are ti'aditionally connected with the name of 
Shdlivdhana. 

Of the later history of the Dekhan there is, alas, 
little known.^ In the third century A.D., the Andhra 
dynasty, after a long and glorious career, became 
extinct. About two centuries afterwards, we find 
their place taken by the Ohdlukyas, a dynasty said 
to be of Rdjput origin, who revived the glories of 
their predecessors. The rdjd Pulikesi extended the 
kingdom of the Dekhan to the eastern seas. Ho beat 
back the great Hdld, whose power extended from end 
to end of Northern India, and his fame brought him 

^ J, B, B. iJ, A,S,y X. 134, ^ The quotation is from a Jain worlc. 

^ As we have seen, Fa Hian (a. b. 400) could not enter or get 
any information, 
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ambassadors from the Sassanian court. This event is 
immortalized in the frescoes of Ajantd, themselves not 
the least glorious of the achievements of this monarch. 
We are fortunate in having a graphic pen-picture of 
the Dekhan under Pulikosi, from that most entertaining 
of writcx’s, the Chinese pilgrim Hiucn Tsiang. 

liiuen Tsiang evidently foxnned a high opinion of 
the bravery, chivalry, and honesty of the MarAthds. 
‘ Their manners he tells us, ' are simple and honest. 
They are tall, haughty, and supercilious in character. 
Whoever does them a service may count on their 
gratitude, but he that offends them will not escape 
their revenge. If any one insults them, they will risk 
their lives. to wipe out the affront, If one apply to 
them in difficulty, they will forget to cai’o for them- 
selves in order to flee to his assistance. When they 
have an injury to avenge, they never fail to give 
warning to their enemy; after which, each dons his 
cuirass and grasps his spear in his hand. In battle, 
they pursue the fugitives, but do not slay those who 
give tlxexnselves up. When a general has lost a battle, 
instead of punishing him corporally, they make him 
wear women’s clothes, and by that force him to 
sacrifice his own life.' 

In many of the characteristics thus noted by the 
Chinese scholar, we may detect, in the I'emote ances- 
try of Shivdji, the qualities which distinguished the 
career of that great prince, and which enabled the 
Mar^thds to withstand the forces of the great Moghal 
himself. 
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From the death of Pulikesi to the end of the tenth 
century, the Rfistrakiitas, an ancient Mardth^- family, 
as their name implies, temporarily superseded tlae 
Ch^ukyas, and during this period orthodox Elinduism 
finally ousted Buddhism from the Dokhan, The Jains, 
however, remained a powerful sect. The most typical 
work of art of this period is the great KaiMsa temple 
at ElurS-, hewn from the living rock. After a long 
period of confused wars against their southern neigh- 
■ hours, the Ohalukya kings finally came to an end at 
the close of the twelfth century. After the Chdlukyas 
came the Hoysalas, and after the Hoysalas the YMavs 
of Devgiri or Daulatdb^d. Of the latter race the last 
and greatest was Ramchandra or Rdmadeva, Ho, like 
many of his predecessors, was a patron of literature, 
and at his court lived many famous scholars, of whom 
the chief was the great Hemddpant, and his pupil 
Bopadeva* More important, perhaps, was the famous 
translation of the Qiid into Mardthi by Dny5,ndova ^ 
in A.D, 1290, for this is the first considerable poem in 
the vernacular Mar^ithi as contrasted with the Mahd- 
rdshtri Prdkrit. But a new factor had now been 
introduced into Indian politics, In 1294 Ald-ud-din, 
the Mahommedan Sultdn of Delhi, swept across the 
Narmadd, and the last Hindu monarchy of the Dokhan 
before the accession of Shivdjf was blotted out after a 
brief but fruitless struggle (a.d. 1313). 

^ Many i^eople hold this to be the first poem in Marathi. 
This is wrong. Mukundraj wrote several poems in the reign of 
Bhillama, just a century earlier. Even in his poems the 
language is by no means in its infancy. 
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It would be a tliankless task to unravel in detail 
the tangled skein of the history of the Mahommedan 
rulers of the Dekhan for the next two centuries. It is 
a story mainly of blood and treachery and confused 
fighting. The Dekhan, however, in spite of the 
triumpliant march of Mdlik K^fur from the gates of 
Delhi to Adam’s Bridge, was never subdued like the 
country north of the Viudhyas. The Emperors of 
Delhi were kept too busy by fresh invading hordes 
from across the Hindu Kush to spare many troops for 
distant enterprises. That cruel and capricious monarch, 
Muhammad Tughlak, who founded Daulat^bfi.d on the 
site of the ancient Devgiri by making the wretched 
inhabitants of Delhi leave their city and walk there, 
a distance of over 800 miles, raided the country several 
times to replenish his cxliausted treasury ; but hia 
unbearable brutalities brought their own reward. A 
rebellion, one of many, broke out among his officers, 
who fled to Daulat^bdd, and being joined by many of the 
local Llindu nobles, they managed to resist an attack 
led by the Emperor himself. Muhammad Tughlak 
was soon }’ecalled by a disturbance in the north, and 
the rebels, choosing as their leader a certain Zafar 
Khdn, set him up as king of the Dekhan. So started 
the first independent Mahommedan principality of 
Southern India, It received the name of the Bahtoaui 
dynasty from the fact that its founder, like many 
another adventui'er who carved out thrones and empires 
for himself in the East in those troubled times, had 
started life as a slave, his master being a Brahman of 
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Delhi. The Bdhmini dynasty, which lasted from 1857 
to 1626, enjoyed comparative immunity from inter- 
ference on the part of the Emperors of Delhi, for 
various reasons. Chief among those is tJic fact that 
Delhi was for most of the time plunged in an orgy 
of blood. In 1398 Timiir and liis Mogluils swept 
down upon the doomed city, niasbacring till the stroots 
were rendered impassable by heaps of corpses ; and 
neither the Sayyids nor the Lodis exorcised much 
authority beyond the walls of their capital. It was 
not till the Moghals, under the gay and gallant Bdbar, 
once more established a settled kingdom on the site 
of so much sorrow and I’apine, in 1530, that interference 
in the internal affairs of fche south became possible. 

Meanwhile, affairs were shaping themselves in the 
Dekhan. On the banks of the Tungabhadra sprang 
up the great city of Vijayanagar, Besides this, the 
Bahmini kingdom gradually fell apart, and five inde- 
pendent states grew up out of its fragments, of which 
two arc especially important for our purpose. These 
are the state of Bij^lpui’ in the south, under the Adil 
Sh^hs, founded in 1489 by a son of Amurfiih II of 
Turkey, who had reached India after a series of 
romantic and almost incredible adventures ; and the 
state of Ahmadnagar, founded at the same time by 
one Mdlik Ahmad, a minister descended from aBrahmin 
prisoner."^ An ominous event was the appearance, in 
1498, of Vasco de Gama off the coast of Calicut, and in 

^ The kingdom of Golconda, governed by the Kutab Slnlhs, 
plays a certain part in the later life of Shivaji ; but of the small 
Idngdoms of Bidar and Beiar we hoar nothing. 
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1510 Albuquerque founded the city of Goa on an island 
captured from the forces of Bijapur. 

Such, then, was the condition of the Dekhan at the 
beginning of the seventeenth century. It was practically 
divided between the principalities of Bijdpur and 
Ahmadnagar. Bijd.pu]', strengthened by its crushing 
victory over V ij ay anagar in 1 5 6 5 , was the more powerful 
and compact of the two kingdoms : Ahmadnagar, rent 
by factions, invited Moghal interference, as by this 
time the Moghal Empire had been established on a 
firm basis by the master-hand of the great Akbar. 
Akbar, however, was content with the conquest of 
Khdndesh, and the fortunes of Ahmadnagar wore 
temporarily revived by the prudent counsels of Mdlifc 
Ambar. Under this regime the Mar^thas, though 
they can hardly he said to have been well governed, 
were not particularly discontented or unhappy. Of 
national feeling, until ShivajI galvanized it into life, 
there was little or none. There was little persecution 
upon the part of the Maliommedans, and, on the 
whole, Hindu and Mahommedan agreed amicably. 
The Mahommedan courts afforded plenty of scope for 
adventurers of any caste or creed, and in them many 
an astute Brahman rose to wealth and fame. Of 
central government there was practically none. The 
Mahommedans, a mere handful, kept mostly to their 
capitals. The districts were let out in jdgldr, or fief, 
to the great MarS,th^ nobles, who in return were hound 
to supply a standing force of cavalrymen for their 
overlord. Of these Mardthd families, the Mores, the 
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Nimbhdikars of Plialtan, the Ghorpades, and the 
Daphles, were in the service of Bijdpur ; the J fidavs and 
the Bhosles in the service of Ahmadimgar. These chiefs, 
however, were generally ready to sell their swords for 
a p}’ice, and as their bodies of horse usually turjicd the 
scale in a campaign, they enjoyed considerable I’cspoct 
and i]idcpendence. The minor hilWorts wore garrisoned 
by these Mar^thd feudatories ; only a few important 
ones were held by the Mahoinmedans under a Killedrtr 
or Governor, and as these posts were desolate, isolated, 
and often ill-found, they were usually not very formid- 
able. The Mahommedans made the fatal mistake of 
failing to realize that the hill-forts and not the walled 
towns, were the key of the Dekhan. The ordinary 
population, regulated by its caste distinctions, dwelt, 
we may believe, at peace in its villages, recking as 
little as it does now who governed it, provided that 
it was free from inordinate extortion on the part of its 
tax-gatherers, unharassed by marauding troopers, and 
not more hardly pressed than usual by failing mon- 
soons and famines. Justice was administered by tlio 
2Mnchdyat^ or jniy of five, of the village elders, 
according to immemorial unwritten custom. Order 
was raaintained by the village officers, the Pdtil and 
the Kulkcmii^ Probably the system of tax-farming, 
which, in spite of supervision by Mahommedan officials, 
must have led to a great deal of oppression and in- 
justice, was the only real grievance. As we shall sec 
later, it was the first object of Shiv^^ji's reforms. 


OHAPTEE II 

THE BOYHOOD OF SHIYAJI, 1627-1646 

As wo liavc already obsoiTecI Marathi families 
liked to trace their descent to a Rajput ancestor. The 
family of Bhosle was not above this weakness. They 
claimed that the founder of their house, a certain 
Bliosavant Bhosle, was a descendant of nothing less 
than the princely house of Chitoi', whose ancestors, in 
the troubled times of Alfi,“Ud-dm, had inigj'ated to the 
Dekhan. Bhosavant Bhosle, however, was merely 
a or village oflScer, of the district of Sing^inapur 
when we iirst hoar of him, and the story of his princely 
ox'igin can hardly be regarded seriously, From him 
sprang a certain Bfibdji, whose two sons, Mfiloji and 
Vithoji, (the elder was born in the year a.d, 1650), 
entered the service of the powerful nobleman, Lukaji 
Jddavrdo of Sinkhed, who claimed descent from the 
famous mediaeval r^jfe, the JMavs of Devgiri. Lukaji 
was a feudatory in the service of the Nizdni Sh^hi 
government of Ahmaclnagar, for which ho maintained 
a force of 10,000 horse, and MAloji appears to have 
obtained a subordinate post in his service. M^loji was 
an able, ambitious man, and attracted the notice of his 
overlord, who admitted both himself and his little son 
Sh^hji to terms of considerable familiarity among his 
household. He finally had the audacity to demand 
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ihe hand of his patron's daughter in marriage to his 
son, a request which was peremptorily refused. The 
refusal came not so much from Lakhaji himself as 
from his wife, who, like all women, was Lent upon 
making as noble a match for her daugliter as posHil')lo, 
and scorned the idea of an alliance with an insignificant 
underling, A story is repeated in the aunals of the 
Bhosle family of how, one day, tlie two chihh'tm woi*o 
playing together in the court-yard of Lakhajf's ])alacc. 
It was the fifth day of IIoli in the year 1599, and 
Shfihji was a child of five years old, A groat number 
of Lakhaji's dependants were present, and tliat noble, 
catching Shfiliji and his little daughter, seated tliern 
on his knee, remarking in a jesting tone, ‘Well, my 
girl, will you have this boy for your husband ? ' To 
the surprise of all, M^loji jumped up, and claimed 
tJiat Lakhaji had consented to the betrothal of the two, 
and, in spite of protests, insisted upon the ratification 
of his claim. However this may he, Mfiloji, incensed 
at the rejection of his repeated proffers, left the service 
of Lakhaji in high dudgeon, and retired to his native 
village. Here he was not hoard of for some time, till 
finally ho reappeared as a man of considoi’ablo wealth. 
A great hoard of gold, buried beneath an ant-hill, had 
been revealed to him, it is said by no less a person 
than the goddess Bhav^nl ^ herself. The practice of 
hoarding treasure in this way has always been popular 

^ Bhavilni, or Ambabal aa she ia familiarly called, is a local 
form of Burga, the consort of Shiva in her terrible aspect. Her 
great shrine in the Dekhan ia at Tnljapur. She was the Knla 
DevaMy or family goddess, of the Bhosle clan. 
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among Hindus, and the story may contain an clement 
of truth. Or Md/loji and his brother may have enriched 
themselves by a little private freobootiixg, — no difficult 
thing for a couple of determined soldiers, in those 
troubled days, with a troop of horse at their backs. 
At any rate, about 1603 M^iloji reappears. He spent 
much of his money in pious works, — repairing temples, 
building tanks, and feeding Brahmans, — and more in 
ccpiipping a considoi'ablo regiment of cavalry. 

He now presented himself once more at the court of 
Lalriiaji. With his wealth, his well-found troopers, and 
the popularity acquired by his pious acts, IVMloji was 
no longer the despised dependant of five years before. 
His brother-indaw, the powerful Naik Nimb^lkar of 
Phaltan, interceded on his behalf, and Mfi-loji is even 
said to have laid his case, in a none too deferential 
manner, before the NizAm Shah himself. The fortunes 
of Ahmadnagar were waning, and Mdloji^a wealth and 
forces wore not to be despised in the desperate struggle 
against the ever advancing power of the Moghals. 
Accordingly, in April 1604, the wedding of Shdhji 
and Jijfib^ii was celebrated with great pomp, Mdloji 
was raised to the rank of commander of 5,000 horse, 
and presented with ^ of Poona and Supd, and 

the forts of Chfikan and Sivaneri. 

Mdloji died in 1619, and his son Shdhji lived very 
much the life of his father. At first he returned to 
the service of Ahmadnagar, and took a leading part in 
the confused and wearying story of intrigue, treachery, 
^ Estates. 
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and bloodfthoci, which marked the closing years of 
t]\at state. After changing sides more than once, and 
even tryixig a little king-making on his own, lie was 
compelled to abandon Ahmadnagar to its laic, and in 
1637 it was taken by the Emperor ShS^h Jahto, Sh^,hjt 
had by this time entered the servico of P)ijd])nr, and 
when Shrill Jalito made peace with the latter kingdom, 
it was stipulated that this turbiilout leader should ho 
given up to the Moghals, This, however, was easier 
said than done, Shdhji, not without the connivonco 
of Bijapur, promptly fled with his followers to the 
Dekhan hills, where he played hide-and-seek with the 
unfortunate general sent to arrest him. Finally Shdh 
Jahan, anxious to wind up affairs in the Dckhan, 
granted him a free pardon on condition that he returned 
to the service of Bijapur, The latter state had profited 
greatly by the late war. The Moghals allowed it 
to claim many of the forts of the central Dekhan, 
contenting themselves with Ahmadnagar and the 
territories in its immecliate vicinity* 

Shiv^jl liad been born in May 16&7. His birth- 
place was the fort of Sivaneri* Hero his mother had 
been left by Sh&ji, who, at that time, had just escaped 
from Daulat&^d, which was being invested by the 
Moghal forces. The first ten years of the young 
Mar^thii'fl life were troubled enough. Jij^bai was too 
. ^ proud to return to her fathers roof : the Ma hommedans 
were harassing the countryside, and her husband was 
a fugitive. She fled from fort to fort, in daily fear of 
arrest. Once she was actually seijsed by a Moghal 
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force, bnfc was rescued by the MarAthas. When the 
amnesty of 1637 was proclaimed, Shdiijl was tempo- 
rarily reunited to liis family, who joined him at 
Bij^-pur. Sliiv^ji, now a growing lad of ton, was 
thvGO years at the court of tho Aclil Shfihs, and the 
cxpericnco was of tho greatest use to him, for it gave 
him a thorough insight into tho strength and weakness 
of that groat but dogeuorate capital. Shiydjl is 
doscidbed as being singularly shrewd and intelligent 
for his years, and addicted to asking questioxas about 
affairs of state. One trait of his character was even 
then j^i’oininent. lie showed open contempt .and 
hatred for Mahonnnedans and their religioji. Stories 
are related of how he became involved in more than 
one dispute over that perennial source of friction 
between Mahommedan and Hindu, the practice of 
cow-killing, attacking the butchers in the streets and 
liberating their victims. Nor would he, when taken 
to court, perform the usual px’ofound obeisance required 
by Mussalman etiquette, but contented himself with 
an informal mlaam* It was only Shdhji's position as 
a tx-usted servant of the Xdil Sh^,h dynasty, and his 
popularity with the Bij^^pur nobility, which saved the 
lad from condign punishment. In this, we may be 
sure, Shiv^ji was instigated by liis mother. A proud, 
determined woman, she never forgot that in her veins 
ran^the blood of those who, before the coming of the 
Yav(moj} had been the rulers of the land, and she 

^ ‘ Barbarian.’ Used originally of the lonians or Ureeks who 
invaded N.W. India in the days of Alexander and after, but 
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bore her husband no goodwill for consenting to light 
in their employ. It m related that she refused to 
allow Shivdji to be married at Bijdpiir, ‘lest the 
Mahommedans might defile the coromony by their 
presence.’ It was now time for Shfdijf to proceed 
once more upon liis campaigns in the Kaimfitak, and 
as it was obviously unpalatable to both Sluv^iji ami 
Jijdbfii to remain at the court of tho hated Mussalnum, 
they were sent back to Sh^.hji’s jclffldr in tho Deklian, 
^Ihis was tho turning-point of Shiv^iji’s life. Ho was 
brought up by his mother and by D^d^ji Kondov, 
a loyal servant to whom Shfdiji had entrusted tlie 
education of his son and tlio management of his estates. 
The family settled at the city of Poona, an ancient 
centime of Brahman learning, and so tho lad was 
surrounded by an atmosphere of rigid and uncom- 
promising orthodoxy. An intense love for his country 
and his religion, — which showed itself es|)ecial]y in 
his devotion for Amhi Bhav^ni, the family goddess, — 
was the natural result. There seems to bo little 
doubt that Shiv^jl grew up with a genuine sense 
of a mission, — that his career was inspired by a real 
desire to free his country from what ho considered to 
be a foreign tyranny, and not by a mere love of 
plunder. Here, too, he learned to love the legendary 
myths and epics of Hinduism. He would sit for long 
nights by the fireside or under the moonlight, listening 
to the recitations of Icathds and pwdnaSj the tales of 

later applied as a term of hatred and contempt to all Wesiernere, 
especially Mahommedans. Of. Boumi. 
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Kama and Slta, and the adventures of the Pandavs, or 
the ballads of the gondhalis. One of the most 
picturesque stories of his career relates how, at the 
risk of his life, he once stole through the Mussahnan 
linos, into the heart of his enemy’s camp at Poona, to 
listen to a hatUd. 

To the mountain-valleys of the Poona district the 
name of Maval is generally applied. The M4vlis, or 
hilhnen, who cultivate these valleys, are an uncouth, 
backward, and stupid race, Up to the time of Shiv^ji 
they had been generally neglected and despised. The 
young Mai^tha, however, discovered that beneath an 
unprepossessing appearance many sterling qualities 
wore concealed. Hardy, brave, and intensely faith- 
ful, the M^vlis soon came to regard their young 
anaster with passionate admiration. They had profited 
greatly by the wise and equitable administration of 
and the winning manner of Shiv&ji captivated 
them entirely. They took him with them on their 
hunting expeditions; they taught him to ride and 
shoot; they made him an expert in the use of the 
sword. Above all, by wandering in their company, 
Shiv^ji learnt to know every inch of the Dekhan hills, 
and to find his way through the tangled maze of jungle 
and ravine and precipice which leads from the Ghdts 
to the Konkan. Three friends he particularly made, 
Esdji Kanka, B5ji Phasalkar, and TdnCji Mdlusre, and 
to them he confided his ambitions. For Shiv^jfs 
mind had not been idle. In the Poona jdgliir were 
four natural strongholds, giving their possessors 
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a hold over the surrounding country. These were 
KoncMnd (afterwards the famous Sinhagad), ovex*- 
looking Poona ; Torna, built on the sxuumit of a bold 
and precipitous hill some twenty miles distant ; and 
the forts of Chd-kan and Pdrandhar, As Shivdji had 
observed, they were carelessly guarded. Their walls 
were in bad repair ; the garrisons wore weakened by 
the withdrawal of the best troops for the war in tlie 
Karnitak, and by the fevers whiclx rondci’ed them 
almost uninhabitable during the rains. Muhammad 
Adil Sh6h thought little of the Dekhan, which was 
scarcely worth holding, and his ambitions were directed 
towards the richer and more profitable conquests in 
the southy Indolent and artistic, he preferred build- 
ing palaces and mausoleums to ruling eificiently ; and 
as Shivaji's experience of court-life had shown him, 
much could be achieved by moans of judicious presents 
to the high officials. Nothing could be easier, it 
appeared to him, than to seize the forts, and, supported 
by the Mdvlis, to defy the Mahomrnedans to touch him. 
With this purpose in their minds, Shivdji and his 
lieutenants collected a considerable army of followers 
and began to lay their plans. 



CHAPTER III 


FROM THE FALL OF TORN! TO THE 
RELEASE OF SHIhjI 

1646~*1653 

ShivXji struck his Jfirst blow in 1646, He persuaded, 
or bribed, the govei^nor of tho lort of Toma to throw 
open tho gates of his stronghold, which he occupied 
with his M4vlis, and at once sot to work to repair its 
defences. Kh^fi Khdn furnishes us wiiJz an admirable 
account of his sudden rise to power, ' Shivaji became 
the manager of these two 'pargdnas (P oona and Sup ^) 
on the part of his father, and looked carefully after 
them. He was distinguished in his tribe for courage 
and intelligence; and for craft and triclcery he was 
reckoned a sharp son of tho devil, the father of fraud. 
In that country, where all the hills rise to the sky and 
the jungles are full of trees and bushes, he had an 
inaccessible abode. Like the mminddrs of the 
country, ho set about erecting castles on the hills and 
mud forts, which in the Hinduwi dialect of the Dakhin 
are called garhi. 

‘Adil liMn of Bijdpur was attacked by sickness, 
under which he suffered for a long time, and great 
confusion arose in his territory. At this time Mulla 
Ahmad went with his followers to wait on the 
Emperor Shd,h Jahdn, and Shiv^jl, seeing his country 
without a ruler, boldly and wickedly stepped in and 

c 
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seized it^ with the possessions of other jdgMrddrs. This 
was the beginning of that system of violence which ho 
and his descendants have spread over the rest of the 
Konkan and all the territory of the Dakhin. Before 
the jdgMrddrs in those troublous times co\ild appeal to 
Bijdpur, ho had sent in his own account of tho matter, 
with presents and offerings, charging tho jdgMrddrs or 
proprietors with some offence which lie felt called upon 
to punish, and offering to pay some advanced amount 
for the lands on their being attached to his own jdgMr^ 
or to pay their revenues direct to the government. Ho 
communicated these matters to the officials at Bijdpur, 
who in those disturbed times took little heed of what 
any one did. The country of the Dakhin was never 
free from commotions and outbreaks, and so the 
officials, the rayatSy and the soldiery, under the 
influence of surrounding circumstances, were greedy, 
stupid, and frivolous; thus they applied tho axe to 
their feet with their own hands, and threw their 
wealth and property to tho winds. Tim greed of tho 
officials increased, especially in those days when the 
authority of the rulers was interrupted or their 
attention diverted. In accordance with the wishes 
of this disturber, the reins of authority over that 
country fell into his hands, and he at length became 
the most notorious of all the rebels. He assembled 
a large force of Mar^thd robbex^s and plunderers and 
set about I'educing fortresses.’ ^ 

While engaged in the repair of the walls of Torn^i, 
’ Khdfi Khan, cqmcl Elliot and Dowson, vii, 256-7. 
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Shivaji discovered a large treasure-trove. It was 
popularly supposed, as in the case of his grandfather, 
that it was revealed to him by the goddess Bhav^nl 
herself. With the money thus obtained, he sot to 
work to build another stronghold on the neighbouring 
peak of Efygad, throe milos from "Cornd. This bold 
action aroused oven the languid authorities at Bijdpur, 
who wrote to Shdhji, ordering him to check his son's 
encroachments. Sh^ihji thereupon sent orders to 
Dd,d^ji Kondev, to Icecp a tighter hold on Shivaji. 
But the old minister, sick and on the point of death, 
had now little influence on his young ward. He 
expostulated, as in duty bound, but in his heart of 
hearts he secretly admired his exploits. Just before 
his death, which occurred in the following year, he is 
said to have actually blessed Shivajl’s undertaking, 
and to have exhorted him to strike a blow for his 
country's freedom, and for ' the temples, the Brah- 
mins, and the sacred kine Thereupon Shivaji wrote 
to his father, announcing that he would now take over 
the Poona estate as his own. He won over the fortress 
of Sinhagad by bribery. Purandhar he surprised by 
a trick. His only rival, Bdji Mohite, whose sister 
Shdhji had taken as his second wife, he captured and 
packed off ignominiously to the Karnd-tak. Thus, by 
the end of 1647, he was undisputed master of the Poona 
district, ^watching and crouching/ as Grant Duff 
picturesquely observes, ‘ like the wily tiger of his own 
mountain- valleys, until he has stolen into a situation 
from which he could at once spring on his prey.' 

C2 
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Shivaji did not, however, remain long contontcrt 
with these acquisitions. Ho began to cast covetous 
eyes on tlie Konkan, the fertile low country lying 
between the Gh^ts and the sea, This rich land, with 
its seaports, its rice-fields, and green pasturcss, oilcred 
far more inviting prospects of plunder and wealth 
than the hax'ren, rocky, rainless Hcdchan hills, 'filio 
northern Konkan, the present collectorates of Thdiui, 
KoUbS,, and Katn^igiri, was under the control of a 
Mahoniinedan governor named Mulfma Ahmad, whoso 
head- quarters was the most important town of Kalyfm, 
at the head of the Bombay creek, a prosperous port, 
and the chief point of departure for the numerous 
pilgrim-ships plying between Western India and Mecca. 
The first blow struck by Shivdji against the Mahom- 
medans was dii^eciod against Miilfina Ahmad, Spies 
announced to the Mar^th^ leader that a load of 
treasure, probably revenue, was about to be sent from 
Kalydn to Bijdpur, and that it would travel by the 
great highway from the Konkan to the Dokhan, up the 
P£r Pass, halting at the town of Wfii, which was the 
seat of a Mahommedan governor, or mohdsaddr, wlxo 
controlled the important strongholds of Pfmdavgad, 
Kamalgad, and other neighbouring forts. Shivdji, 
however, managed to ambuscade the convoy as it 
climbed the hills, and captured the treasux^o, with a 
loss on his own side of about ten killed and twenty- 
five wounded, and on that of the enemy of twenty- 
five killed and some fifty or sixty prisoners. This 
was the first blood spilt, Shiv^iji’s other captures 
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having been effected by bribery, compact; or surprise. 
Ho li1:)erally rewarded those wiio had shown gallantry 
in the face of the enemy, and made ample provision 
for the families of those who had fallen. This 
generosity, and the complete success of their enter- 
pi'iso, greatly elated the Mdvlis, who saw that the 
dreaded'^ Mahommedans were, after all, not so 
formidable. Soon after this, one of Shiv^ji^s officers, 
Abftji Sondov, attacked Kalyfin itself, cajptured the 
governor and his family, and took the town. This 
was a magnificent exploit, and marks the beginning 
of Sliivdji’s career as the champion of Hinduism in 
the Dekhan. Shivdji behaved like the gallant soldier 
ho was to his captives. Ab^ji sent to him the 
daughtcr-’in-law of Mulana Ahmad, a young woman 
of striking grace and beauty. The great Marathd, on 
seeing her, merely remarked with a laugh tliat had 
his mother been half so beautiful, he himself might 
have been a little IcpSkS ugly, and dispatched her, with 
every sign of respect, to her relations. This chivalrous 
attitude towards women (who, according to the ethics 
of the day, were the pi'opcrty of their captor) iiii*- 
inensely increased Shivaji’s prestige. Miildua Ahmad 
was also allowed to go free. The capture of Kaly£n 
was the signal for a general uprising. The people 
were tired of Maliommeclan misgovernment, and 
Shiv^ji prudently established DacMji’s wise revenue- 
system in each of his fresh acquisitions. Fort after 
fort opened its gates, and the Konkan, as far as the 
borders of Savant Wadi, was soon in the hands of 
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the Mar^thds. Other strongliolds, wliich refused to 
surrender, were surprised by a siniplc stratagem. 
In the Qhte, tlie heavy monsoon rains render it 
necessary, towards the end of the hot weather, to 
protect all buiidings with a Jieavy coating of thatcJi, 
known locally hy the name of bIigMt or oliapim\ and 
late in May long lines of hillmen, hearing tlioir 
heads bundles of grass and other thatching nuiterial, 
might be seen slowly ascending the steep patlis leading 
to the fortress-gates. Among these Sliiv/yi more than 
once intermingled bodies of M^ivlis, tlioir weapons 
concealed in their bundles. By this means they 
passed the sentries unobserved and gained admission. 
It M^as about this time that Shivdji acquired from a 
Hindu in tho Konkan his famous Bliav^nl sword. He 
is said to have paid the sum of three hundred hons ^ 
for it. This liistoric weapon seldom left his side after- 
wards, and it is said that he regularly worshipped it 
at the time of tho great festival of Dmami when all 
Plindus do reverence to tlic inij^lements of tlioir trade. 
After his death it passed into the liands of the 
of Sdito, and it is still in the possession of their 
descendants, who pay it divine honours, It is a line 
Genoese blade, of exq u isite temper. The hill o f R^,igad, 
Shiv^lji*s future capital, was ^u'obably first occiqucd at 
this time. 

The gauntlet was now cast down with a vengeance. 

^ The hon, ox jpagoda^ was worth Bl rupees. TJic geninnenesa 
of the Bhavani bword at Satara is doubted. Another blade, now 
in the South Kensington Museum, is also pointed out as the 
authentic weapon. 
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Mulana Ahmad, disgraced for ever, appeared in tears 
at the Bijapur darhdv^ clamouring for revenge. Katyan 
was lost, and the revenues of the Konkan were almost 
entirely cut oft’. But still the Bij^ipur Dafhdr hesi- 
tated. They apparently suspected Shiv^ji^s rising to 
be instigated by Slidhji. A despotic government 
seldom trusts its moat successful offtcers, and Sh^hjl s 
extraordinary success in the Karndtak was by no 
means popular with them. It was thought that he 
liad incited Shiv/iji to rebel in order to divert attention 
from himself, while he tried to set up an independent 
monarchy in the south. Shahji in vain pointed out 
that it was useless for him to remonstrate with his 
son, who had long ago passed out of his hands. The 
Bijapur authorities, afraid to act openly, hidhed 
a Mardth^ chief, Baji Ghorpade of Mudhol, to seize 
him by treachery. For this base act Sh^lijl never 
forgave B^iji. After his release, though the two were 
openly reconciled, and even exchanged small poi'tions 
of their respective estates in token of friendship, 
Shdhji wrote to Shivaji privately, ' If you he a true 
son of mine^ Bdji Ohorpade! This was 

impossible at the time, but in 1661, Shivfiji surprised 
Mudhol, and after pillaging the town, burnt it and 
razed it to the ground. This was the solitary instance 
where anything like a general massacre followed one 
of Shiv^ji’s raids, and his conduct shows his intense 
disgust at the cowardly betrayal. For four years 
Shahji languished in the dungeons of Bijapur, in a 
tiny cell, which the SulUn threatened to build up 



40 FBOM THE FALL OF TORNi. TO THE 

altogether, unless Shiv4ji surrendered. Sbiv4jf was 
now in despei’ato straifcs, and for a time even con- 
templated laying down his arms. From this ho was 
said to have been dissuaded by his wife. He thoro- 
fox’o bethought him of another device, Since the 
peace of 1637, the Moghals had boon little hoard of in 
the Dekhan, Shfih Jahdn, like Mahomincd Adil Shfih 
himself, was a poet and builder rather than a warrior. 
To him we owe those masterpieces of the architectnro 
of the world, tlie Tdj Mahdl, the Janifi Masjld, and the 
gemlike mosques of iLgra, TJieso, and the Peacock 
Throne, occupied the greater portion of the Emperor’s 
time and money. In the Dokhan, in consequence, 
the Imperial armies had of late done very little, 
as the Moghals were content with the territories of 
Ahmadnagar. Sliiviyi’s counterstrokc was, therefore, 
a masterpiece, He entered into correspondence with 
the Emperor, and offered to go over to his side 
if the Bijdpur authorities molested his father any 
further. This would have meant handing over all 
Shivdji’s numerous conquests to the Moghals, who 
would acquire by tliis moans tlie major part of the 
Dekhan and a goodly share of the Konkan, What 
was more, they would be within striking distance of 
Bij^pur itself. Shfih Jahan received his advances in a 
flattering fashion and offered him a manmh’^ ol: 5,000 
horse. It is needless to say that ShivAji had no object 
beyond playing off Shdh Jahdn against the Bij^pur 

^ Mansab is a command, implying at the same time a certain 
rank at the Imperial Court. 
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Government, but tlie latter was seriously alarmed. 
Added to this, the Karnatak was in utter disorder. 
Deprived of its old and trusty ruler, it was in a state 
of open rebellion, which other generals had tried in 
I vain to.ihb'ilue. Moreover, Sh4hji had many friends 
in court, who exerted their influence on his behalf. 
I Ho was therefore released in 1653. 



CHAPTER IV 


FROM THE CAPTURE OF JlVLI TO THE 
DEATH OF AFZAL KHIn 

1656-1660 

SniVAJf, freo at last from anxiety witli rcgaxxl to liis 
father, now prepared to strike a fresh blow. Among 
the few Marathd noblemen of the central Dclchan who 
remained independent, was Ohandrardo More, Rfijil of 
Javli.^ His state was of great strategical importance, 
for it included a lax’ge strip of the Ghdfc M^ihtd, the 
bordei'land between the Dekhan and the Konkau. 
His capital, the village of Jdvli, lay on the Pdr Pass, 
the gateway between the highlands and the lowlands.^ 
Through it passed the caravans coming fi’om Kalylin 
and the sea to the inland towns, and it had already 
been the scene of more than one of Shivrf.]i^H adven- 
tures. Here he himself had ambushed Muhina Ahmad's 
convoy, and here in turn B^ji Shainr^ij, attxxxctcd ))y 
the bribe offered by the Bijfipur Government, had 
made a feeble attempt to waylay liim in 1652. The 

^ He was descended from a KarntUak chief who conquered 
the G-lult Malita for Yusuf Adil Shah in 1500, and was given 
the territory in tndm. 

^ The old Par Pass is now little used. It was called the 
Corkscrew Pass on account of its steep gradients. • It ran past 
Bombay Point a little south of Mahiibleshwar. The present 
mainroad runs through the Fitzgerald Ghat, about two miles to 
the north of the old route. The new road was started in 1871 
and finished in 1876. 
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possession of Javli, or an alliance with its rulei% had 
thus beco}no a strategical necessity to Shivdjl, i? he 
was to bo able to pass in safety between the Dekhan 
and the Konkan« But Ohandrardo More remained 
obdurate, He refused to enter into any alliance, and 
with his hill-forts, his Mdvlis, and his extensive 
territories, it was impossible to attack him openly 
with any reasonable prospect of success. To do so 
would bo to drive him into the arms of Bijapur, 
Shivdji, incensed by tlic attack made upon him by 
Bdji Shamrdj, to which Ohandrardo More must have 
been privy, decided to get rid of his rival by fair 
means or foul, The actual details of the plot were 
arranged by his two officers, Rdgho Ballal and 
Sambhaji Kdvji. They sent a secret message to their 
leader, who dispatched a body of troops to lie in wait 
in the jungles round Jdvli. When the net had been 
drawn round the doomed town, the two conspirators, 
who in the meantime had kept the Rdjd engaged by 
a talk of a protended maiTiago-alliancG between his 
daughter and their master, walked up to him in open 
darbdr^ stabbed him and liis brother to the heart, and 
before people had realized what had happened, rushed 
out through the crowd, cutting down all who opposed 
them. At the same moment the MAvlis, emerging 
from their ambush, rushed into the town and stormed 
it. The RSj^'s troops made a gallant resistance, but 
they were caught unprepared, and were quickly 
routed. liimat Eao, the Divdn, fell fighting bravely 
at the head of his master’s forces, and the two sons of 
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the Rdja were caiDtured. It is said that tlioy wore 
afterwards executed for plotting with Bijapui', but 
this story, happily, rests on a very slender foundation. 
Shivdjf, remorseless enough in his actual blows, seldom 
showed deliberate brutality towards a van([uisho(l 
enemy. For instance, BAji Prabhu, the Deshpruidc of 
Jflvli, became his most devoted folio word J^ivli never 
recovered from the blow, and is to-day an insignilicaut 
roadside hamlet. The various hill- forts of tlui Ghfit 
M^ihtd were immediately stormed, and tlio whole of 
the territory of tlie Mores fell into ShivAji's hands. 
The Marathi leader was now at the height of his 
])ower. The terror of his name had s])rcad all over 
the central Dokhan, and thm^o was practically no 
independent chief who did not acloiowledgc his sway. 
The authority of Bij^ipur, north of Kolhapur, was 
practically extinct. Even the Savants of Wadi yielded, 
and agreed to a treaty by which tliey consented to pay 
to Shivaji one half of tlieir rovonuo, to garrison the 
forts, and to maintain a body of infantry on his 
behalf. The only exception was the important ]iort of 
J anjir^. This port was a flourisliing colony of African 
Mahommedans, who maintained a conaidcrablo fleet, 
and derived their prosperity largely from the pilgrim 
traffic with Mecca. TJieir governor was the gallant 
Fateh Khrln, usually called the Sidi on account of his 
Abyssinian origin. The Sidi Vazirs of Janji^'A were 
originally under the governor of Kaly^n, but after the 

^ A.a we shall narrate further on, he died a hero’s death in 
the defile of Rangana. 
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fall of that town liad maintained their independeneed 
Fateh Kh4n heat off an attack by Shamr4ji Pant with 
conaidorable loss. This defeat, breaking as it did the 
tide oC Mar4th4 victories, was a source of tlio deepest 
oliagrin to Sliivajl, who recalled Shanu’ajx and dop]'ivod 
him of the oflico of Ragoarith Pant was 

about to reiiow the attack when nows of the departure 
of Af;^al .Kh4u made Shiv4ji withdraw him. 

In order to understand wliy tlio Bijapur authorities 
had so tamely looked on at the ovor-incrcasing power of 
Shivdji, wo must go back a little. In 1650, Aurangzeb, 
third son of Sli4h Jah4n, became for a second time 
Viceroy of the Dokhan. Aurangzeb, a bigoted adherent 
of the Sunni faith, hated the Shiah heretics of the 
Dekhan almost as much as he did the Hindus them- 
selves, and his first aim was to add to the Moghal 
dominions the independent kingdoms of Golconda and 
Bij^ipur. This was in direct opposition to the tolerant 
and peaceful policy of Shdh Jah4n, who had, since the 
peace of 1636, compelled his governors in the Dekhan 
to devote themselves to the management of the con- 
quered territory of Ahmadnagar, without attempting 
fresh conquests. In 1655, the year in which Shiv4jf 
made his treacherous attack on J^vli, Aurangzeh 
marched against Golconda, and the city only saved 

^ These Abyssinian Tuxka came probably to India in 1489, 
and some of them were employed by^ Malik Ambar in charge 
of the Alnnadnagar Heel {G-etzetteer, L ii. 34). 

2 Ranade (p. 94) merely says, ‘ The Siddfs territory was also 
attacked, hut toithout any decided result,^ This is a good example 
of the way in which Ranade avoids anything adverse to Shivaju 
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itself from destruction by a humble submission. In 
the following year Mahommed Adil Sh^h died at 
Bij^pur, and his son, the young Ali i.dil Shc'ih, a boy 
of nineteen, found himself totally unable to manage 
the contending factions wliicli at once broke out. 
Aurangzeb promptly toolc advantage of this state of 
anarchy. Alleging that the now monarch had failed 
to pay him proper homage, ho invaded the territory in 
force early in 1657. On the way ho captured ICalyfiu 
and other strongholds, and soon reduced Bijdpur to 
such desperate straits that, undermined as it was by 
treachery, it- must have fallen. Suddenly, however, 
news arrived from Delhi that the old Emperor was 
desperately ill, and that D^,r^ Shikoh, his eldest son^ 
had assumed the regency. Aurangzeb, who hated D4rii, 
and had determined to seeux’o the throne for himself, 
at once raised the siege and marched post-haste to the 
capital, where, in the following year, ho deposed his 
father, and by the cruel murder of his three brothers, 
finally established himself on tlio throne. 

When Aurangzeb started on his invasion of Bijdpur, 
Shiv^jb with his usual astuteness, sent ambassadors to 
him, acknowledging him as overlord of the Dekhan, 
and asking to be confirmed in his possessions, which, 
he said, he had only seized on account of their mis- 
management by the Bijfi,pur Goveri^ment. Each was 
equally desirous of playing the other off against their 
common enemy, Bij^pur. As soon, however, as the 
Imperial army was well on its way to the south, 
Shivdji profited by the withdrawal of the Moghal 
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troops with a sudden raid, first on Junnar, then on 
Alimadnagar, Junnar he captured and plundered, 
taking three lakhs of treasure; hut at Ahmadnagar 
he was beaten ofi', not, liowevex*, before had pillaged 
the bazaar. Most important of all, he carried away 
nearly a thousand good cavalry mounts. He had 
long seen that to moot Moghal or other troops in the 
plains, cavalry were essential, and the small tats or 
ponies of the Dokhan, laowever suitable for mountain 
warfare, could not stand for a moment against heavy 
liorse. The raising and training of tliis now arm was 
entrusted to Nrith^ijl Pdlkar. On hearing, however, of 
the return of Aurangzeb, he sent a further embassy, 
asking pardon for what had occurred, and again 
suggesting that he should hold the Konkan in fief to 
Delhi rather than allow it to lapse once more to 
Bijdpur. Aurangzeb again returned a gracious answer. 

It was now high time, however, for Bhivdji to pre- 
pare for a blow from another direction. The Bijapur 
authorities, having recovered from Aurangzeb’s raid, 
determined to put an end at last to the impudent 
marauder who had driven them out of the Dekhan 
and the Konkan, robbed them of their tribute, and 
defied their authority for so naany years. It was 
determined that the matter should be settled once 
and for all. Early in 1659 a force of all arms was 
equipped, consisting of five thousand horse, seven 
hundred infantry, and a detachment of mountain 
guns and rockets, carried on camel-back. The 
command of this formidable army was given to a 
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Patb4n officer of the name of Afzal Kh4n. Afzal 
Khto knew the Dekliaii well, having at one time been 
in command of the Mahommcdan garrison at W^i; 
he was an exj^eriencod soldier, and a man of groat 
personal strength and hravory. All through the rains 
of 1659 preparations for the equipment of tho force 
were pushed forward with feverish activity. 

Meanwhile, Shivdjl had not been idle. After tho 
murder of the Rdj4 of Jdvli, it became evident that 
the Pdr Pass must be secured at all costs. At tho 
foot of the Ghdt, sonae four miles from Jdvli, an 
abrupt, flat-topped hill rises sharply to the height of 
some six hundred feet, completely commanding tho 
highway to the Konkan, which runs round tho foot of 
it. The fortification of this position was entrusted to 
a young Brahman officer, Moro Triraal Pingle by name. 
Moro Pingle did his work well. A double lino of 
fortifications surrounds the hill-top in two concentric 
rings, with bastions at the corners. On a projecting 
spur, a high tower affords to the picquet on guard 
a complete view of the pass and the road. On all sides 
save one, the walls are built upon tho edges of abrupt 
precipices, rendering the favourite Mahommcdan device 
of undermining almost impossible. On tho single side 
where the approach is less steep, the entrance i,s guarded 
by two huge gates, the inner one studded by gigantic 
iron spikes, to prevent its being burst open by elephants. 
The approach to the outer gate is completely enfiladed 
for its whole length from the walls. Within, may still 
be seen the temple of Amba Bhav^ni, the Kula Devaid, 
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or patron saint ol Shivfijl’s family,^ and the flagstaff 
from which flew the Bhagvd jhendd the Mar^thd 
standard. The scone from the z^ainparts is romantic 
in the extreme. On the western side, the ground 
drops sheer away Tor thousands oC feet to the S^ivitri 
vahoy, and as far as the eye can see, stretch the fertile 
fields of tlio Konkan. A silver streak, scarcoly visible 
on the horizon, marks the position of the Indian Ocean, 
forty miles away. To the north, the stately peaks of 
Rfi-jgad and Torn^, Shiv^ji^s fortresses in the Bhor 
State, loom majestically through the mist, while to the 
east stretches the great f orest-clad wall of the Sayhadri 
Mountains, crowned by the temples of Mahdbleshwar, 
the homo of the ‘great strong god’.^ At the foot of 
the hill, the road to the pass winds through the jungle. 
The fortress was appropriately named Pratdp Gad, the 
Valiant Fort, and even in modern days it would be 
difficult to capture it, in the face of determined 
opposition , without ar tillery. In strength it is scarcely 
inferior to Shiv^/Ji's capital at RSigad, ^tlie Gibraltar of 
the East/ and in strategic importance it even excels it. 
It was finished in 1656. 

By the middle of September 1669, Afzal Khdn's 
force was ready to move. The rainy season was not 

^ But tills was only added in 1661, when Shivajiwas unable 
to go to Tuljapiir for the ulmva^ or celebration of Aiubdbai’s 
feast, which was held yearly at JOasam by the Bhosle family. 

® Malnlbal and Atibal were giants killed by Vishnu. In such 
legends we have good examples of the process of supersession 
of the old aboriginal creed by the Aryan religion. The temples 
there were started by the Mores, though added to by later 
benefactors since. 


1747 


n 
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yet oyei'j and it was likely that the roads through the 
Konkan and the Ghats would be still impassable. 
Afzal Klutn, howevex', was impatient to bo off. He 
therefoi^e determined to proceed through the Dokhan, 
wliei’e the rainfall is insignificant, and militaiy 
oiXGi’ations practicable all tlie year round. Before lie 
started, Afzal Khan, witli ill-oinciiod levity, boasted 
in open clarbdv that he would quickly bring the 
^ Mountain Rat/ and cast him in chains before tlie 
throne of the Sultan. Worse than this, as ho passed 
through Pandhdrpur and TuljS-ixur, ho defiled the 
temples of Yithobd, and Ambd. Bhavdnl, breaking the 
idols and sprinkling the altars with the blood of cows. 
Henceforth, little mercy could he expect at the hands 
of any Mardtha, 'The Angel of Doom/ says KhS,fi 
Kirin, 'led him by the collar to his fate/ Sliivdjf’s 
scouts brought him warning of the arrival of the 
Mahomniedan army at Pandh^rpur, and the Marfitlrii 
forces were at once recalled from the siege of Janjhri 
and other operations in the Konkan, and concentrated 
at Prat^o Gad. The BijYipur army had in the meaxx- 
time moved to Wai, and halted there. Afzal Khdn 
now found his task less easy than he had at first 
supposed. He had to march through a densely wooded 
and mountainous country, to the siege of an almost 
impregnable fortre>ss. The rains were not yet over; 
the mists hung heavily on the jungle, and oven if he 
blockaded the stronghold, he would be subject to 
constant attacks from a dai’ing and almost invisilfie 
foe, Shiv&ji was aware of all this, and he conceived 
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a plan whicli, for treachery and daringj ia almost 
unparalleled in history. He, in his turn, was 
unwilling to face the risks of a long blockade, which 
would luoau tho loss oC lus [}vedige, and probably of 
his newly ac(piired territories. Nor was he in a 
position to meet his foe in the open field. He there- 
fore sent emissaricis to treat for peace. Afml Khdii 
received these ghnlly. He had no quarrel, he said, 
with the son of liis old comrade in armsd It was 
agreed that negotiations should bo formally opened, 
and thatj if they proved successful, SJiivajf should be 
confirmed in his jdgMv as a feudatory of Bijd,pur, and 
after receiving a suitable khillaty be dismissed with all 
honour. 

The next clay, formal negotiations were opened. 
Gopindthpant,^ a Brahman in the employ of Bij^pur, 
was sent with other envoys to Shivaji's camp. The 
embassy was hospitably received, and tents were 
pitched for them at tho foot of the pass. But tho 
Brahman's tent was placed at some distance from 
those of his fellows, and in the middle of the night 
Shivdji himself crept stealthily into it. He implored 
Gopiinithpant, as a Brahman and a Hindu, to be true 
to his country and his gods, and to help him to punish 
the defiler of temples and the slayer of kine. He was 

^ Neither, however, could have forgotten that Afzal Khiiii 
probably had a hand in the death of Sambhaji at Kanakgiri 
(1653). See the Ballad of Afzal Khan in Ac worth’s Ballads of 
the Mardthds (Longmans, 1894, p. 8, line 208) : 

^ The blood of Sambhdji doth cry, 

His wrongs are unredressecl.’ 

^ The ballads, however, say it was Krishnajf Bhaskar. 
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fighting, Shiv^lji went on, for Hinduism and for India, 
at the behest of Bliav^nf herself, and he added a pro- 
mise of a handsome inam in return for Gopinathpant\s 
help. No Brahman could resist an appeal con died in 
these terms, and Qopin^thpant yielded. ( )n his return 
to Wdi, ho represented to Afml Kli^inthat Sliivftjf was 
in a state of great terror, Imt that if a personal inter- 
view could bo arranged, the Mahommedan general 
might easily quell his suspicions and arrange an 
amicable settlement. The crafty Brahman had gauged 
accurately enough his master’s I'eeklcss nature. Afoal 
lih^m readily consented, and preparations for the 
interview were pushed on apace. Moro Trimal Pinglo, 
the young engineer who had planned the fort of 
PratAp Gad so ably, was ordered to hide with a large 
force of veteraai in the jungles round J^vli* 

N^ithdjf Palkar and the cavalry wore similarly concealed 
at tlie foot of the fort. Halfway up, on a projecting 
spur, a space was cleared in the thickets, forming 
a narrow open plateau. At tliis spot the interview 
was to take place. A path was cut, loading to the 
spot, but none leading from it. It was a eul-dc-sac. 

The fatal morning arrived^ Afzal Kh^in widkcd 
straight into the trap. On the previous day lie Inid 
moved with his force from Wai to J^vli, and in the 
morning, attended by fi.fteen hundred troopers, he rode 
on to the foot of the hill. Here he dismounted, and 

^ I have chiefly foil owe cl Khafi Khan (a2md Elliot and Dow- 
son, Eistoi'if of India^ voL vii) in the account which followB. 
The hal'lmvH all give slightly difleient veisions. i have borrowed 
from all of them in my reconstruction of the scene. 
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tolling the escort to await him, jumped into a pdlhi^ 
and aceonipanied by a single officer and four or live 
attendants, proceeded to the rendezvous. Meanwhile, 
Shiviiji had made every possible preparation for the 
crowning event of his life. Now, for the first time, he 
was to test the result of twelve years of preparation. 
Before him stood the detested foe of his race and creed ; 
if ]\o fell, Hinduism would perish in the Deklian, He 
spent the night in prayer before Bhavrmi's shrine. In 
the morning, ho performed with scrupulous care the 
ceremonial ablutions enjoined upon the Hindu by his 
religion. Ho dressed in the long white Indian robe, 
but beneath it ho donned a shirt of fine mail. In his 
bolt was the hklivd} or scorpion dagger, a favourite 
Mar^ithdi weapon, and the good Bhav^^ni sword. Con- 
cealed in the palm of his left hand lay the terrible 
vdgh-nakhay or tiger's claws, long steel hooks fitting 
to the fingers, used among the Jiilhnen for purpose 
of assassination. He commended his children to his 
friends if ho fell, and then, kneeling at the feet of his 
mother, he asked her blessing and bade her farewell. 
Then, accompanied only by his old and tried comrade 
T{iiai]i Md,luBro, lie descended slowly from the gateway 
of the castle. Above the plateau stands a bold pro- 
jecting shoulder of the cliff, crowned by a bastion. 
Here a sentiy had been posted, * When you see me 
strike,' Shivfiji ordered him, ‘ Don't think of me ; sound 
the charge, whether I stand or fall.’ The signal was 

^ Dowson mixes this np with the Ddgli naJclM) not mentioned 
by Khd.fl Khd.n. 
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fco Le passed on to Moro Trianal by bring live guns at 
the same moment. Shiv^jl thezi descended, hesita- 
tingly, and in apparent fear, and threw himself weep- 
ing at the Mahoinmedan’s foot* Afoal Khto stooped 
to raise him up, when suddenly the Mar^ithd chief, 
making as if to embrace liim, struck bim borcely in 
the stomach with the tiger\s claws. Afzal Khiln, 
desperately wounded, staggered back, and drew his 
sword, but the edge was turned by Sbivfijfs coat ol' 
mail. His officer^ was offered quarter if he would 
surrender, but to his everlasting fame, he refused the 
generous proffer*, and drawing his weapon, endeavoured 
to beat off his assailants, while his dying master was 
hurried into the litter by his attendants, who made a 
desperate effort to cany him off. But he was quickly 
cut down; the Khfc was dispatched and his head 
carried off to the fort. 

In the meantime, the sentry on the tower liad given 
the signal. With wild cries, the Mar^ithds rushed out 
of the jungle and charged on all sides into the midst of 
the luckless Mahommedans. "Horse and foot,* says 
Kh^fi Khfo, " they fell upon the army of Afzal Khdn, 
killing, plundering, and destroying/ The surprise was 
complete. Of the cavalry forming the Kh^ln's escort, 
few or none escaped. Caught by the ruthless N^thdjl 
Pfflear in the cul-de-sac arranged for them, the un- 
fortunate troopers, who had mostly off- saddled and 
loosened their girths, fell alino.st to a man. The main 
body, camped near Jdvli, was routed equally suddenly 
^ Sayacl Bandu, says Grant Buff. 
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by Mo3’o Trinial, and broke in wild confusion. The 
KhAn’s army/ says an old account, ^ which 

consisted oi 2,000 regulars and 10,000 lollowers, 
having learnt that his head was taken to the fort, 
were disheartened and a panic fell upon them. At 
the same time, the king^s forces hemmed them in, and 
a panic fell upon them. The grandees who accom- 
panied the I^h/uVs forces, warriors fully armed, Malifidin 
and Usden Pathfin, Bohillas, Arabs, Sarnis, Sar Viziers, 
Fargis, MarS^thfo of noble birth, Dhangars, Brahmans, 
men in charge of artillery bullocks, Karnatak marks- 
men, archers, arm-bearors and gunners, all fought 
desperately and without distinction, The Mdvlis 
fought hand to hand on foot, Some of the elephants 
lost their tails, tusks, and trunks. Others lay dead on 
the field. Horses were killed by a single blow. The 
ground was strewn with bodies. Pools of blood lay 
everywhere. Clotted blood and fragments of flesh 
were trampled like mire under the feet of the com- 
batants.' ^ Moro Trimal had strict orders to spare all 
who surrendered, but many fled into the pathless 
Dekhan jungles, to die of starvation, or fall over pre- 
cipices, or to be devoured by the wolves and panthers. 
For clays starving men wandered in and gave them- 
selves up. 

That day the Dekhan vultures gorged their fill. 
Seldom has a large force been so completely and 
dramatically destroyed with so little loss to the 
attacking party. In the Mardtlia camp, songs, feast- 
^ Mankar, p, 17, § 12, q. v* 
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ing*, and 2 *ejoicing resounded all niglat. Silver and 
golden necklaces, X'obes of honour, and presents of 
money were given to those who had distinguished 
themselves in tlie fight or had received wounds, and 
to the relatives of the fallen. The spoil was iiuinomso. 
Four thousand good liorscs wore captured, and afibrded 
invaluable remounts for the now cavalry brigade. 
Camels, elej^haaits, rockets, and mountain guns were 
also taken, together with a large amount of specie 
destined for the payment of the Mahommedan troops, 
j The unfortunate KhS,u's head was buried, according to 
} an old Mar^tha custom,^ under a tower of the fort, still 
i called Abdulla’s Tower." His body was interred where 
it fell, and the tomb is still shown. Plis sword was 
kept, for many years after, in the treasury of ShivfijI’a 
descendants, tlie R^jfis of S^tto, The gilt cone which 
adorned the top of his luxurious tent was presented to 
one of the temples of MahAbleshwar, and to-day it still 
forms the apex of the building. His family escaped, 
owing to the connivence of a Mar^thS. officer, who was 
promptly tried by court-martial and executed. Among 
the most distinguished of the prisoners taken was 
Jhunjhdrrao Gh^tge of Malavdi, a Marfith^i chieftain 
who had been for many years in the service of Bijfipur. 
As he refused all offers to join liis foe, Shivfiji, like the 
true soldier that he was, dismissed him with a hand- 
some present. Wai quickly capitulated, together with 

^ Of. Livy’s story about tlio Capitol at Romo. (I. 55. 6.) A 
man was often buried under a bridge or tower as a sacrifice to 
secure its safety in old India, and this was apparently the custom 
in many primitive nations. 
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Kamalgad and the other forts uiider its charge,^ and 
the power of BijS,pur in the central Dekhan was broken 
for ever. 


ADDITIONAL NOT]5 

Tlicro lire many accounts of the death of Afzal Khiln, but 
none more pictuvosquo than that of Fryer, who was in India at 
the time* Fryer, who no doubt got his information from some 
one on the spot, writes as follows ; 

^ At the day jn'ei^xecl therefore ho takes with him his son and 
a selected number*, which he credited would not be out- equalled 
by Seva Gij u];)on his former protestations and hopes of recon- 
cilement; but the perddious man had placed an ambuacado, 
and with a smaller slicw in appearance than AkJzd brought, 
waits his coming, who as soon as ho spies him afar off, went 
forth to meet him, and prostrates himself before him with 
feigned tears, craving pardon for his offence, and would not 
rise till he had assured him of his being his advocate to procure 
it; going to enter the clwtilUy together, he cries out, like 
a fearful man, that his Lord (so he styled the General,) might 
execute his pleasure on him and ease him of his life ; which 
Alditl Gann surmising was because he was armed and the other 
came seemingly unarmed, delivered his sword and poynard to 
the page, and bad him enter with courage ; where after some 
parley he slips a stiletto from under his coat- sleeve, and after 
eying his blow, struck it at his heart, whereat the signal was 
given, and his men came forth, in which straggle AMuVs son 
gave Bemi Gi a wound, but was forced to change habit with a 
TraBB immediately, and venturing thro’ untrodden paths hardly 
escaped to the Gamp, who thereupon were so discomfited, that 
they quickly dispersed themselves, and left the field open to 
Sem Gi' Accotmt, p, 172*) 

^ Ptindavgad, four miles from W£i, is said to have held out 
till 1673* This, however, seems improbable, as it must have been 
quite isolated, S4tava (the old Bijapur state-prison) is also 
said to have held out till about the same date. 



CHAPTER V 

THE BIJAPUR campaign, 1659^16GS 

SiuvAjf, howevor, was not con Lent with iiioroly 
defeating Afizal Khfo. Pie detonnined to cany Llio 
war into the enemy’s country, and to give them a 
lesson they would not quickly forget. Ilis recent 
successes had shown him that he had now organized 
a force which, on its own ground, was more than a 
match for any army likely to be sent against it, and he 
knewthat if he merclyreraained inactive in thcDekhan, 
another and perhaps stronger expedition would be sent 
against him. If, on the other hand, he marched straiglit 
upon Bijdpur, while the city was still panic-stricken 
at the disaster wliich had overtaken their last army, he 
might easily force them to conclude a treaty which 
would confirm him in his late conquests. Shiv^lji laid 
his plans with great speed and secrecy. A force was left 
to guard the Poona district. Another was detached to 
mask any flanking movement from the Konkan on the 
imrtof the Sidi ot* Janjir^, and the Savants of Wadi, 
wlao had, on the approach of Afzal Khan, thrown off 
their allegiance to the Mardthd-s. With a third, 
Shivdji inarched southwards himself. He reached 
the Kolh^i'pur district, and, either by treachery or 
strategy seized the great fortress of Pan^ild, the key to 
the southern Maratlia country. The other strongholds 


THE BUIPITR campaign, 1659-1662 59 

of tlio district, A^ishalgad, lUngana, and Pavangad, were 
also taken. The surrounding country was in the jiigUr 
of Rustuiii ZainS^n of Miraj, who is suspected by some 
of having been corrupted by Shivaji, At any rate, 
it was not until too late that ho attempted to oppose 
the advance of the Mar^ithds, and then his small force 
of 3,000 cavalry was routed and driven in headlong 
confusion across the Krislmrv, The Maifithas followed 
up their success by advancing up to the gates of Bijapur 
itself, plundering as they went, in the fashion so dear 
to their hearts, and retreating with their booty before 
the Bij^ipnr cavalry could overtake them. The Bij^lpur 
government, however, had now recovered from the 
confusion and panic inbo which the sudden MarAthd 
raid had at first thrown them. A large army, under 
a distinguished Abyssinian general, Sidi Joh^r by 
name, took the field, and Shivfiji, unable to meet it, 
fell back on Pandlfi, leaving Nfithdji Pdlkar and his 
horsemen in the open country to harass the enemy. 
But for once Shivitji had committed a strategical 
error. Pie should obviously have retreated north- 
wards with his booty, and have waited until he 
reached the Dekhan hills to engage his foe. The 
Bijdpuris were excited to a pitch of exasperation, and 
with them was Fazl Mahomined Khdn, son of Afzal 
KhSn, burning to avenge his father^s cruel murder. 
Pand,U was closely invested ; Nath^jl PSlkar, after some 
initial successes, was driven back by Sidi Joh^r, and 
in the Konkan the Mar^thd troops had more than 
enough to do to hold their own, and could render their 
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leader no assistance* After being besieged for tlie 
whole of the rainy season, 1660, Sliiv^ljf saw that lie 
must either surrender or resoi't once again to treachery. 
He therefore began to make tonus witli the BijYipur 
commander, and an agreement was come to, l)y which 
the fort was to be surrenderod, after the adjuBtnient of 
a few minor differences, on the next day. That niglxt 
the besieging troops, considering tlio position as prac- 
tically taken, considerably relaxed their vigilance. 
One can easily depict their chagrin on the following 
morning, when they discovered that the bird liad 
flown! Profiting by their slackness, Shivdjl, with 
a few followers, had, under cover of rain and darkness^ 
stolen througli their outpost-lincs, and was riding for 
his life to the north. Furious at the deception, Fazl 
Mahomrned Khdn and his cavalry started in hot 
pursuit. They caught up the Mar^thds some six miles 
from Rfcgan^l. This fort was hold by a Marath^i 
garrison, and once Shiv^ji arrived within its walls, ho 
was safe for the time being* At this point, however, 
the road runs through one of those narrow (jMLq, or 
passes, so common in the Dekhan. To hold the gap, ho 
detached a rear-guard of a thousand Miivlis under Biji 
Prabhu, his former foe and now his devoted ofliecr, 
with strict orders not to x*e treat until a gun should be 
fired to announce the arrival of the main force at 
Rdngand, The Bijapur cavalry were twice repelled 
with loss ; at last, shortly before noon, a fresh body of 
infantry came up. These, led by Fa^sl Mahomrned 
Khto, at once made a furious assault oii the position. 
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Men were dropping faat; Eaji Prabhu was himself 
desperately wounded, but still the Mar^ith^ls hung on 
b(ihiud ilio rougli barricade of stones which they had 
inauagod to throw ixp. At last, wlion half their 
numbers had fallen, the long-expected gun was heard 
from tlic fort, and the (lying commander gave thcordei' 
to retreat, oxph’ing witli a sigh of satisfactioti at liaving 
accomplisliod his task. The scanty rcinnaut of the 
hei’oic little forc(j fell Ijack in good order, carrying 
witli them the body of tlxeir gallant leader. The 
actioii at the Rauganfi Gh^it lias been compared, and 
not without justice, to the battle of Thermopylae. 

After this, the campaign died out in an ineffectual 
fashion. Sidi Johar could not, apparently, make up 
his mind whether to pursue Shivfiji into the Dekhan, 
or to rosuino the siege of Panala. He apparently 
decided upon the latter course, leaving Fateh Kh^n to 
engage the Marathas before EangaiUl, Shivaji retired 
to Pratfip Gad, where ho spent the rains of 1661, 
building there the temple of Bhav^inl, as he was 
unable to proceed to Tuljapdr for the Dasara festival. 
Tlie Mahomincclans succeeded in recapturing some of 
the forts they had lost in the Kolhdpur district; 
Shivfiji, on tlic otlier hand, gained several successes 
in the Konkan against Jaiijira and Sd.vantvadi. A 
combined movement on the part of the troops of 
Bijapiir, Savaiitvadi, and Gliorpade of Mudhol, was 
then decided upon. Shivdji was at Vishdlgad when 
the news of this fresh combination reached him. He 
had not forgotten his father*s message of thirteen 
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years before, ^ If you be a true son of inino, remember 
Baji Gbox'pacle of Mudhol/ Creeping down with hin 
Mdviis, he rushed Mudhol at dawn, sparing neither 
man, woman, nor child, and firing the town after him, 
He retreated to Vish&lgad before he could bo over- 
taken. In the meantime, the unhappy statci of .Hijapur 
was, as usual, distracted by factions. The King vSus- 
pected Sidi Johiir becaUvSe he had failetl to defeat the 
MardthAs ; the Sidi, in liigh du.dgeon, rotivod to his 
estate, where he soon afterwards rebelled and was 
killed by his own followers. At the same time the 
Karndtak, air old storm-centre, began to give trouble. 
Meanwhile, Shiv^iji had conquered S^vautvadi again, 
made an alliance with the Portuguese at Goa, and liad 
formed the nucleus of a fleet with which to patrol tlic 
coast and plunder the trading vessels making for 
Janjird and the other ports of Bijapur. The Bijfipur 
authorities therefore determined to come to terms. 
The details of the treaty are obscure, but it appears 
that Sliivaji was acknowledged as tlie ruler of tlio 
Dekhan as far south as Kolhfi<pur, and of the Konkau 
as far as Goa, — a strip of teiritoxy some hundred and 
fifty miles in length and from fifty to a liundred miles 
broad. It lias been thought that tlic treaty was 
negotiated by the good offices of Shahji. At any 
rate, we know that about this time the old warrior 
visited his now famous son, whom he had last seen 
as a mere boy, when he departed, nearly a quarter of 
a century before, for the Karnatak. Shiv?ijf received 
his father with the most profound signs of respect. 
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He went many miles to meet him, walked beside bis 
carriage, and would not even sit in his presence. 
Father and son spent some weeks in feasting together, 
after which ShrUiji returned, loaded with presents for 
the king of Bijdpnr. They never met again, as tlu*ee 
years later ShdhJI was killed in the hunting-field. It 
was about this time that Shiv^ji, rccogni/.ing the impor- 
tance of his kingdom in the Koukau, decided to make 
the fort of migad his capital. Raigad was, for many 
reasons, more convoniont than Efygad, which had been 
his favourite place of rosidonce for some years past. 
In the first place, R^jgad,.with its narrow summit, is 
too small to contain a capital of the sixie which Sliivdji 
now contemplated. Again, Raigad, besides being in 
the centre of the Koukan, was conveniently close to 
Janjird and to Surat, against both of which places 
Shivdji made constant raids. It was to Raigad to 
whicli his troopers rctuzmed after their expeditions to 
Surat, Ahmadnagar, and other places, loaded with 
plunder.^ The building of the capital went on for 
some years, tl tough the main defences were complete 
by 1664. Klifift Khan^ tolls an interesting story of 
how Shiv^ji tested the strength of the walls. When 
his architects announced the defences as complete and 
the fort impregnable, he offered a purse of gold and 

^ Waring [Mar&tlids^ 1 ), 215) says his treasury eonsisted of 
over nine crores of rupees, including coins of all nations — 
Yenebian sequins, Spanish dollars, Moglial mohurs— 'Und vast 
stores of gold ingots, pearls, diamonds, and jewels of all kinds, 
silks and cloths, an immense armoury, and ample stores for 
a siege. 

2 Elliot and Dowsoii, vii. 288. 
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a bracelet to any one who, witliout rope or ladder, 
fihoixld scale the rock and plant a flag on the summit. 
A certain hilhnan found a pathway up and won the 
reward; whereupon Sliivaji presented it to him and 
closed the path with a bastion. Another path is said 
to have been discovered by a milk- worn an, who was 
unable to leave tlae gates after sunseL, and so seramblod 
down the precipice. It is described by Fryer, ^ IVoin 
the accounts of Henry Oxenden, who visited it in 
1673, as follows : 

^It is fortified by Nature rather tlian Art, there 
being one avenue to it, whicli is guarded by two 
narrow gates, and fortified by a strong wall exceed- 
ing high, and bastions thereto ; all other part of tlxe 
mountain is a direct j)recipice, so that it is impregnable 
except some betray it. On the mountain arc many 
strong buildings, as the Rajali'f^ court, and the houses 
of other Ministers, to the number of about 300/ 

The remains of this great fortress, appropriately 
called the ^ Gibraltar of the East may still bo seen 
by the traveller. Though much damaged by the 
bombardment of 1817, and by previous neglect, 
enough remains to convey an ample impression of its 
former glories. There still stand, enclosed by stupen- 
dous walls, frowning bastions, and vast iron-studded 
doors, the remnants of 'palaces, mansions, offices, a 
mint, granaries, magazines, quarters for a garrison of 
2,000 men, a market nearly a mile in length, and a 
number of rock-cut and masonry cisterns ’. A mound 

^ p. 79. See also Bomlay Gazetteer^ xi. 357. 
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marks the place wliere Shivt^ijl was crowned, and to 
this day all men appi^oach the Iioly spot barefoot, and 
neither Mh^ir nor Man^^ dares set foot within its 
precincts. A stone plinth covers the spot whore 
tlic hero was cremated, and a temple has been 
erected over his tomb. 

^ Tliofio aro the lowest caston among the Manltli^s, the 
doBCOiuIantB, no doubt, of pre-Aryun tribes. 


1747 
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CHAPTEE VI 


THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE MOGHAES 
1662--166G 

In 1662,^ Shiv^iji was master of the Dokliaii and at 
peace with Bijdpur. Why he was not contout to 
remain as he was^ is hard to detcrniino. His aiuhi- 
tions were, apparently, realized. Ho was recoj^nizcd 
by his neighbours as an independent prince. Why he 
should wantonly provoke Uic dreaded power of the 
Great Moghal it is difficult to say ; we can only sup- 
pose that either he was unable to restrain those born 
plunderers, the Marathds,for a long period, from satiat- 
ing their love of pillage, or else that he himself was so 
hard up for money and horses that he was constrained 
to ravage Moghal territoxy, hoping that, as Prince 
Muazzam, the Viceroy of the northern Dekhan, was 
a mere boy, and Aurangzeb was occupied in his own 
affairs at Delhi, he might do so with impunity. At 
any rate, during the cold season of 1662 Nrith^ijt P^,lkar 
and his cavalry pillaged the country up to the very 
walls of Aurangabad, spreading terror wherever they 
rode, and bringing vast quantities of plunder back to 
Edjgad. The forces on the spot were plainly unequal 

^ The dates aro wrong in Khafi Khan, who gives this as 1070 
(A.D. 1660}. 
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to the ta{5k of coping with the situation, and Aurangzeb, 
unable to endure this defiance of his authority, deter- 
mined to put an end to it. He tlicrefore sent his uncle, 
Sh^iyista Khto, with tlie title of Ar^iiv-uUnmavd and 
Siibad^ir of the Dokhan, to punish Slhv^jl , and make an 
end of tlie whole business. The force left Aurangdbdd 
early in 1663, and marched towards Poona.^ Hardly 
had it left the city gates, however, than the Marfibha 
horsemen began to hang on its flanks, plundering the 
baggage and cutting off stragglers, ‘ Every day, and on 
every march,’ says KhAfl Khfin, ^ Shivaji’s Dakhinls 
swarmed round the baggage, and falling suddenly 
upon it like Cossacks, carried off horses, camels, men, 
and whatever they could secure, until they became 
aware of the approach of the troops/ Harassed and 
weaxy, the Imperial fox*ces reached Poona, which they 
occupied, meaning to rest there till the rains were over 
and campaigning could be resumed. Shiv^ji retired to 
the impregnable fortress of Sinhagad, which towers 
high above the town, to watch the further movements 
of his opponent. Meanwhile, an event occurred which 
considerably damped the ardour of the Mussalmans. 
^A strong detachment had been sent to reduce the! 
small fort of Chc'ikan, between Poona and Junnar. 
The place was of little importance, and Shdyista Khdn 
was chagrined when it held out for nearly three 
months. The besiegers, hampered by the rain, were 

^ M^nlcaPs MS. gives tlie details of the force as 100,000 
cavalry, a regiment of Rohilla Pathans, and archers jartillery, 
elephants, and baggage. 

E 2 
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attacked at night by the Mardthds and driven out of 
I their trenches. Even when a bastion was undermined 
and blown up, they were unable to rush the defences. 
The town finally surrendered at discretion, and the 
brave little garrison marched out with the honours 
of war, after having put noaidy a thousand of their 
opponents hors de combat. It was an ill omen for the 
reduction of the other strongholds which overlooked 
the country in every direction. But worse was to come. 
Sh^yista Khdn had taken the greatest precautions to 
prevent a surprise while he occupied Poona. The 
Katraj Pass was held by a strong picquet, and no one 
was allowed to enter the town without a permit. But 
Shivdji discovered that it was possible to evade the 
regulations, and he himself did so, if tradition may bo 
believed, on at least one occasion, when he risked his 
life by passing the sentries and entering the town ’ to 
attend a Icirtan^ or recital of sacred songs, by his 
beloved poet Tuk^r^m. Meanwhile, Shtyista Kh&a 
had challenged him, in the vaunting style which the 
Mahommeclan nobles loved to assume, to come down 
to the plains and fight like a man. ^ You hide away 
in the hills,' he taunted him, 'like a monkey,' 'Yes,' 
replied Shiv^ji, 'But remember, it was the monkeys 
which destroyed R^vana and all his host!'^ ShivSji 
was as good as his word. Shg^yista Kh^,n was occu- 
pying the L^l Mah^il, or Bed Palace,^ the old homo 
where Shiv^ji had spent his boyhood under D^dfiji 

1 Frissel’s MS. 

2 Called also the Bang Mahdl or Painted Palace. 
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Kondev. Ho knew every inch of it. One day, a 
party of Mar^ith^M applied to the Iwtioal for a pass 
for a Hindu wedding procession to enter the town, 
and received bhe required permission. Soon after, 
a party of Lroopors appeared, driving before them 
some Mai'Atha prisoners, pinioned and bareheaded, 
wlioui they, apparently, reviled and beat with vigour. 
They, too, were allowed to pass unchallenged by the 
sentry. The two parties consisted in reality of ShivajI, 
Tdn^jl Malusre, and a picked body of ■Mdvlis. That 
night, the rain fell in torrents. ‘It was as dark as 
his OAvn liearfc,^ says the old account,^ when Shiv^jl 
and a few of his followers, having bribed a gardener, 
entered the palace garden. The Khdn Iiad retired to 
sleep, and all was still. The intruders crept silently 
to the kitchen, stabbed the cooks and other servants 
before they could utter a sound, and proceeded to dig 
a hole through the wall into the Khdn's bedroom,^ 
They were shown the way by a maid, whom they 
seized and threatened with their swords. The wall 
burst through, and the Mardthas rushed exultingly 
into the house, cutting down all whom they met, and 
crying, ‘ This is the way they keep watch ! ' Some 
were killed in their beds. The Khdn*s son made a 
brave stand, and slew thi'ee men before he was dis- 
patched. Two women were attacked in the dark, by 
mistake, and one was so cut to pieces that her remains 

^ Frissel’s MS. But is this a correct translation ? See the 
note in the Introduction. 

2 Walls in India are often of mud, and this is a common 
trick on the part of burglars. 
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had to bo collected in a basket!^ The KhAii himsoll* 
shot down one of his pursuers, and tlion leapt out of 
the window, but, as he did so, a Marfith^v slushed at 
his hand on the window-sill, and cut off fcliroe of his 
* fingers. The marauders vanished as quickly as they liad 
come ; it is said that Shiv^ij ( himself cut off the trunk of 
an elephant which barred his path. Worse than this, 

I a party of Mahoinmedan cavalry which reconnoitred 
[ out towards Sinhagad at dawn, in Jiopes of intorcopt- 
' ing the attackers, ventured too near the fortress, and 
, coming suddenly under tlie fire of a concealed battery, 
was routed with loss. Wild was the joy of the 
Marc^thas wlieu their leader returned safe and sound 
to his stronghold, and before tlae mortified Mussalmans 
were well aware, in the darkness and confusion, of 
what had happened, the victors might be pcx’coivod 
' ascending the hill, waving their torches in triumph. 
Shayista Khdn, broken-hearted, asked for his ancall, 
and the command devolved on Prince Muazzam, with 
Raja Jai Singh, the greatest of the Rajput feudatories, 
to help him. At first Shiv4ji was as successful as over. 

' He assaulted the foe on dark nights, seized difficult 
passes, and fired jungles full of trees.' Ho struck 
coins, defying the Moghal supremacy. p[is navy 
seized the ports on the Gujarat coast, and to the rage 
of the orthodox Emperor, cut off the pilgrim-ships 
bound for Mecca, and held rich pilgrims up to ransom. 

^ So Klidfi Kban. Mankar’s MS. says ibis happened because 
the Khan, knowing Sbivdji's gallantry, took refuge among bis 
women 1 
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Ho plundered Ahinadnagar. Early in January, 1664, 
he swooped down upon Surat. 'He seemed to be 
every whore and prepared lor every emergency,' writes 
one oi! the t'actors. Tlie inhabitants lied in terror, 
and the Governor shut himself up in the citadel, 
where ho was protected hy naval guns from the ship 
Middlcbrough, wi’cckcd some time jpreviously on the 
coast. Mcanwliile, the Marathas plundered the town 
at their leisure. The booty was stupendous. ' Shiv^jf 
took from Surat', says Khafi Khalil, 'an immense booty, 
in gold and silver, coined and uncoined, and the stuffs 
of Kashmir, Ahmeda])ad, and other places. He inade 
prisoners some thousand Hindu men and women of 
name and station, and Mussalmans of honourable 
position, Millions in money and goods came into the 
hands of that evil infidel.' But the English and Dutch 
managed, under the leadership of Sir George Oxenden, 
to drive the intruders away after a fierce struggle. 
For this Aurangxcb sent the President a robe of honour, 
and granted the English settlement certain privileges 
and exemptions. The Company, too, struck a gold 
medal in honour of the occasion, and liberally rewarded 
the defenders. Shivaji then sailed down the Konkan, 
and ravaged the coast towns on the plea that the 
Bijapur Government had broken the truce. The Eng- 
lish Factory at Karwar was attacked and forced to 
pay an indemnity of one hundred and twelve pounds. 
The country was like a desert. But gradually the 
Moghals prevailed. Purandhar fell, after sustaining 
a heroic siege, Shivaji's own family was blockaded 
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at H^jgad, and for once in his life, he found himself 
face to face with a capable commander. Ho therefore 
determined to surrender.^ RAjd J4i Singh, though ho 
took every precaution against treachery, received him 
warmly. Out of the thirty-five forts in the Deccan, 
the Iceys of twenty-throe wore to be given up, and 
Shivdji was to assume the position of a jdghirddr of 
the Moglaal Emperor, Thus disastrously ended Sliivdjf s 
first campaign against the Moghals. 

Raj^ Jd.i Singh then went off on an expedition against 
Bijd-pur. It is probable that Aurangzeb, wlio hated all 
Hindus, and suspected the Raja for his former adher- 
cnco to the ill-fated D^r^i, sent him on tliia expedition 
in order to keep the Rajputs occupied and out of the 
way. At any rate, he did not mean them to succeed, 
for they were recalled just as Bijapur was at its last 
gasp, and their exertions and losses were thus rendered 
useless. Shivajf, nothing loath to strike a blow at his 
old rivals, accompanied his new-found allies, and ren- 
dered invaluable service by scaling forts and harass- 
ing the foe. At the end of the campaign, on the 
advice of the Rajd, Shivajf determined to go to Delhi, 
to interview the Emperor and try to obtain bettor 
terms. The design, however, was doomed to failure. 
He was received coldly by the Emperoi', to wlaom he 
refused to pay the profound obeisance demanded by 
Persian etiquette. He was, to his disgust, only placed 

^ The Marathdr MSS. say he rode in from Jdvli and surren- 
dered. IChafi Khan saj^s he was besieged at Rajgad, and 
surrendered with the fall of the fortress. 

^ Khafi Khdn says Agra, but this point is much disiDuted, 
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among the Panj-hazMny or comniandors of 5,000, and 
expressed his disapproval so loudly that it came to 
Aurangzeh’s oars, and he was forbidden to attend the 
Imperial lovdo. Guards were stationed at his house, 
and ho found liimself a prisoner, Shivdji then peti- 
tioned to bo allowed to return, as the climate was 
injurious to his followers. He was told that lie might 
dismiss his retinue, but that ho and his son must await 
the Emperor's pleasure. The situation was becoming 
serious. At any moment ho might be seized and 
packed off to the dungeons of Gwalior, so he deter- 
mined to escape. Tie was, no doubt, aided by Bfoi 
Singh, son of Jdi Singh, for the latter had given his 
pledge for Shiv^ji's safety, and a E^jput never breaks 
his word. He clearly thought Shivdjf s life no longer 
safe. The escape was effected as follows. Shiv^lji had 
been in the habit of sending huge baskets of sweet- 
meats to various nobles, and to be distributed to 
mendicants and beggars at the mosques. For several 
days lie feigned fever and kept his bod. One day the 
attendant saw him apparently asleep as usual, covered 
with a blanket, with the toord^ or chaplet of pearls, 
plainly visible. BuL it was in reality Hirdji Pharjand, 
a faithful follower who had consented to take his 
place.^ Shivfiji and his son Shambajl had been 
smuggled out in sweetmeat baskets, and were riding 
for their lives for Mathur^L. Here he was met by the 
faithful Tandji, and shaving off his beard and whiskers, 
and smearing his face with ashes, he was quickly lost 
' Prissers MS. 
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among the vast crowd of devotees who haunt that 
holy spot. He then sot otl] travelling hy night, to 
Allahabad, where Shambiji broke down, and was loft 
in charge of a friendly Brahmand From AllaliabAd 
he went bo Bcihlrea, carrying gold and jewels, it 
is said, to pay his way, in a hollow walking-stick. 
Thence he made his way to tlio Dekhan. An amusing 
story is told of an e 2 hsodc of the journey. Tim suj*)- 
posed devotee and a single companion were staying 
for the night in the house of a Patel in a village 
on the banks of the Godaverl. The Marathri horse 
liad been 2 ')liiudering there the day before, and the 
Patel’s wife, abusing Shivajf roundly, declared that 
she wished to God he would die in prison at DeDii. 
Shivaji smiled, and made a note of the name of the 
placed 

One day, as Jij^ibai was sitting anxiously in her 
apartments at Bdigad, a hairdgi came aiid craved * 
admittance. The princess received him, and ho foil 
at her feet, saying he had an eiTand for liex\ When 
she asked him his business, he suddenly stripped off 
his disguise and stood before her. It was Sliivfijf.^* 

^ Khaff Klian says this was no other than Kabkalas or 
Zalusha, afterwards the notorious favourite and minister of 
Shambaji, who thus rewarded his protector. 

Frissel’s MS. 

® December 1666. 
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APPENDIX 

TIIi3 ftlEOIil OF .SURAX 

Tho following is Manlcar’s account of this famous raid : 

* In tliG meantime, Daliirjf, a messengor from Surat, arrived 
and said to the king, “ If Surat be taken, immonso wealth will 
be found,” . , , They went through IColvan and by forced 
marches appeared suddenly near the walls of Surat. The 
peoi^lo of Surat wore taken unawares. The forces entered the 
long street of shops near the gate of Surat. The army of 
the Moghal then approached, A bloody battle ensued. The 
king’s (i.c. Shivaji’s) forces then laid siege to mercliants’ houses 
and took from them gold, silver, pearls, diamonds, rubies, and 
other precious stones and jewels, and gold coins such as Hons 
and Molmrs, and put them into their bags. They did not 
touch cloth, copper utensils, and other insignificant articles. 
The best horses that were found in the battle and in the 
merchants’ houses wore taken. One half of their number was 
reserved for warlike purposes, tho other half being loaded with 
bags containing tho booty. The infantry was provided with 
long bags to bold such booty. Thus prepared they started. 
The fort of )Snrat was not taken, as there was no time left to do 
it, They were therefore content with having pillaged tho 
town. . . . After his return, the booty from Surat was counted, 
and it was found that five crores of Hons and 4,000 horses were 
got in the bargain,’ (§§ 64, 55.) 



CHAPTER VII 


FROM THE ESCAPE FROM DELHI TO THE 
DEATH OF SHIVijI 

1G66-1680 

In an incredibly short time the news of Shiv^iji^s 
escape spread all over the Dekhan, and groat were the 
rejoicings among the Mardth^a at the retnim of their 
beloved leader. He returned, however, to a greatly 
diminished heritage. His Dekhan possessions wex'c 
reduced to the Poona, Supa, and Ch^kan districts, and 
even these were kept in subjection by Moghal garri- 
sons at Sinhagad and Purandhar. In the Konkan, 
Rdigad and the Kalayd,n district remained in the 
hands of the Marathds, and Moro Pinglo, who had 
been left in charge as regent when Shiv^lji wont to 
Delhi, had managed to reoccupy quite a number of 
the ceded forts there. Many of these had merely 
been dismantled by J&i Singh, as he had not sufficient 
men to occupy them ; others, for the same reason, 
were so weakly held that they could be easily re- 
taken when the time came. For the next three years, 
however, Shivaji struck no blow. With the exception 
of the annual raid, unsuccessful as usual, on Janjir^ 
he devoted his time from 1667 to 1669, to civil and 
political reforms. It was not until 1670 that he felt 
himself ready to take the field again. He rightly 
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judged that Aurangzeb Jealous of Prince Muazzam and 
suspicious of J&i Singb, would send no reinforcements 
if he could help it. The first thing to be done was 
to recapture the hill-forts, and of these Sinhagad, 
commanding as it did the Poona district, was the 
most important. It is said that Queen Jijabii herself 
urged Sliivdji to this measure, looking upon the 
presence of the Mahomincdans there as a disgrace to 
her countrymen.^ The undertaking was no light one. 
The great stronghold lies on the summit of a flat- 
topped roek, which rises above the hill-top with sheer 
precipices nearly fifty feet high, Clowning the cliflfs 
is a long loopholed wall, with bastions at frequent 
intervals. The single gate, studded with huge spikes 
and protected by flanking towers of great strength, 
is approached by a narrow mountain-path. It was 
a task with which the Mdvlis, alone perhaps of any 
troops in the world, could hope to cope successfully. 
The undertaking was entrusted to T^ndji Malusre, 
who had under him his brother Siiry^jl and one 
thousand picked men. Leaving Rdjgad early in 1670, 
in order to avoid suspicion they proceeded in small 
parties over the hills to a rendezvous at the foot of 
the fort. Here they assembled for the escalade. It 
was a clear, moonless night, ^ the - ninth of the dark 
fortnight of the month Mdgh,' ^ cold and still. The 
garrison consisted of a thousand Mussalmans and 

^ See the Ballad of Sinhagad, quoted in the Appendix to 
this volume, for the traditional account of this event. 

2 February. 
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Rajputs under Udai an officer known all over 

the Dekhan for his daring and bodily strength. Tho 
Mardthda crojit silently to a part of the cliff which, 
on account of its precipitous steepnos.s, wa-s loss vigi- 
lantly guarded than the rest. Within, the garrison 
was revelling and feasting ; the forms of the sentries, 
pacing tho walls, could be dimly scon against the sky. 
A Mavli climbed stealthily up, and letting down a xnpe- 
ladder, pulled up Tto^jl and three hundred of his 
followers. Suddenly the sentry stopped and listened. 
A moment later he fell, pierced to tho heart by an arrow. 
But it was too late. The alarm was given, and the 
garrison, lighting flares and torches, began to turn 
out in the direction of the sound. There was nothing 
in it but to charge, and T^naji sounded tho advance. 
But at that moment he himself fell, and the Marrithas, 
now without a leader, began to fall back to their 
ladder in confusion. Fortunately they met Sury^ji, 
who had just vsueceeded in effecting a lodgement with 
the main body. Siirydji at once grasped the state 
of affairs, ' Cowards ! ’ he cried, ' will you see your 
father's body cast into a dung-pit by scavengers? 
The ropes are down, and there is no retreat 1 Stung 
by the taunt, tlie Mar^th^s rallied, and raising their 
battle-cry of ^ Har, Har, Mah^dev ! ' charged home. 
Inch by inch the Edjputs were forced back towards 
the battlements. Resistance grew fainter and fainter 
and at last the fort was won. A Marathi, firing the 
thatched roof of a hut, gave the long-expected signal 
to the anxious watchers on the walls of R^jgad. 
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When the blealc winter dawn appeared over tlie 
Sayli^idris, a ghastly sight presented itself to tlic eye. 
Both leaders wore dead, and the ground was strewn 
with corpses. About live hundred Edjputs, too despe- 
rately wounded to move, were taken prisoners. The 
rest of the garrison had cither died fighting, or had 
hurled tliemselvos over the battlements rather than 
surrender, so whole-hearted was their devotion to the 
Emperor who suspected and humiliated them, and 
purposely left them without reinforcements. The fort 
was taken, but at a heavy price. Tandji Malusre 
had died, as every ]ight-minded man would wish to 
die, with his face to the foe, in one of the most 
gallant and desperate feats of arms of an age abound- 
ing in desperate deeds. Not a great leader like Moro 
Pingle or Ndthaji Pfilkar, he was an lionost and devoted 
soldier. He was Shiv^iji's earliest friend, and had been 
with him through all his perils. He wa>s present at 
the death of Af zal Kh^n, and bad organized the escape 
from Delhi. When Shivaji heard of his loss, he was 
deeply grieved, have won the fort and lost my 
LioiiF he cried, and the name, Lion’s Fort, com- 
memorates the death of the gallant officer who died to 
win it.”^ The storming-party was received with accla- 
mation on its return, and the soldiers rewarded with 
silver bracelets and other gifts. 

The other forts held by the Moghals were soon after- 
wards recaptured one by one. In many cases the 
garrisons resisted desperately, but Prince Muazzam, 
Before it bad been called Kondana. 
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systematically starved of troops by Aurangzob, was 
unable to send them reinforcements. It was shortly 
after the fall of Sinhagad that Shiv^iji came nearer 
« than ho had ever done to capturing Janjirri, the gallant 
little fort which had beaten him off every year since 
^1661. Fatlx Klidn was so hard pressed that ho with- 
drew from the neighbouring fort of Dandri lUjpriri, 
and was about to surrender. This course, howcvcir, 
did not suit the garxdson. Tliey put Fatlx Kln^m in 
irons, appointed Sldi Yakht in his place, and con- 
tinued the war. Sldi Yakiit sent his fleet to attack 
the M-Bivithi vessels, and when ho captured a ship, tied 
stones to the sailors’ feet and threw them overboard. 
Finally, when the Marathd garrison was drunk during 
the Eoli feast, he stormed Dand^ R^jpdrl, and put the 
defenders to the sword. During tlie escalade, the 
powder magazine exploded, and Shivdjl, asleep at 
RS-igad, is said to have heard the noise forty miles 
away, and to have exclaimed, ^Some disaster has 
befallen my men at Dand^ EiSjpurl; go and see 
what it is.’ On October the 3rd, 1670, at the head of 
fifteen thousand men, Shiv^]l made a second descent 
on Surat. The English factory was defended by a 
party of marines under Steynaham Master, Oxenden 
being away. The French basely bought exemption by 
allowing the Mar^thda to lay an ambush for an unfor- 
tunate Mahommedan, the deposed ^ King of Kaskar 
who had just landed from Mecca. Ho was captured 
and relieved of his gold and silver plate, and mivahile 
cUotu of a * golden bed and other rich furniture’, which 
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had apparently accompanied him on his travels. For 
tliree days the marauders pillaged at ease, and were 
returning loaded with jewels, clothes, and specie to the 
value oL' millions of rupees, to E^iigad^ when they were 
intercepted by a largo body of Moglial cavalry, who 
waited in the pass near Ndsik to cut them off. Shivfijl 
detached a body of troops to hold the enemy, while the 
convoy got away in safety, and tlmy drove back the 
Mahommedans with great slaughter. This victory, 
howevex*, was quite eclipsed by the brilliant cavalry 
action fought outside OhS^kan early in 1673 by Moro 
Pingle. In this, twenty thousand Maratha horse charged 
a Moghal division under one Ikhlas Khan, and literally 
cut it to pieces. This was the first complete victory 
of a Marfith^i force over an equal number of Moghals 
in the open field, and it greatly enhanced their prestige. 
The Marfithfis now began to spread terror far and wide. 
Tliey swooped down upon Khfcdesh and demanded 
clhCtAitli^ they raided Ahmadnagar, Aurangab^,d, and 
even Golconda, and plunder poured into EAigad, as 
body after body of horsemen rode in with fresh loads 
of pillfxge. 

Meanwhile, the wretched kingdom of BijApur, which 
had enjoyed a brief respite, was once more plunged into 
confusion by the death of its monarch, Ali Adil Shdh 
(Dec. 15, 1672). Shivdji found the opportunity too 
tempting to pass over. He seized PandH, plundered 
the foreign settlement at Hubll, and sent his fleet to 
raid the coast. By the summer of 1674, the Bij^pur 
troops had been driven back to the walla of their 

F 


1747 
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capital, and the Marathfe were in possession ol the 
country as far as Miraj. It was in the course of this 
campaign that Shiv^ljl had occasion to reprove a 
cavalry officer, PratAp Rao, for disohoying orders, 
The officer was so stung by the rebuke tliat lie threw 
himself witli a small body ol* liorso against a largo 
foi-ce of Bijdpuris and was cut to pieces, Whivriji had 
now established himself as ruler of the Dekhan. He 
had not only I'oconquercd all the ground lost by his 
surrender to Aurangzeb, but he had defeated all rivals 
in the open field, Bijapur was reduced to impotence : 
Goloonda was paralysed ; the Viceroy of the Deklian 
looked on helplessly while the Mahommedan garrisons 
were captured and Maratha troops plundered Lhe very 
suburbs of Aurangabad. Shivaji tlioreforo determined 
to be crowiicd lawful monarch oL* the lands which ho 
had won by the strengtli of his arm. Curiously 
enough, a deputation from the English factory, lieadecl 
by Henry Oxonden, reached Raigad in time to witness 
tliG ceremony (June G, 1674). They had come to obtain 
redress for the raids on Surat, IJublf, and K4rw4r, 
to try and arrange a treaty. Their experiences are 
recorded for us in the entertaining narrative of Di\ 
Fryer, who, no doubt, mot the embassy soon after its 
return. When they arrived at the top of the rock, 
Shivaji was absent. Ho had gone to Prabipgad, 
where he remained for some days in prayer before 
the shrine of Ambd Bhavani, in pre 2 DaraLion for the 
great event of his career. It was, perhaps, on this 
occasion that the curious incident noted in one of the 



TI-IE DEATH OF SHIVAjf, 1666-1680 83 

old narrativGS took placo.^ Whilst engaged in prayer, 
Shiv^lji fell into a deep trance, and Bliavfci entered 
his body. Using him as a inedinin she spoke and 
prophGsio<l the future destiny of the nation about to 
be born. She foretold how Shaiab^ijl should be cap- 
tured by the Moglials : how RAja Rrim should succeed 
him ; how ShivajI should bo born again and load his 
people to tlie gates of Delhi ; liow the dominion should 
remain in the Bhosle family for twenty-seven genera- 
tions : uiicl ladly^ how the m 2 dre should 'Jkiss into the 
hands of a strange 'people roith redfaces» The words 
were taken down, as they were spoken, by Raguu^lth 
Nfufiyan Hdnamante, Dattoji Pant Waknis, and Balaji 
Prabhu Chitnavis, who certified to their truth. 

On his return, Shivaji had an interview with the 
English embassy, who had been hospitably received 
and entertained, thoiigh they found the food very try- 
ing.^ They complained that their factories bad suffered 
severely in the attacks on Surat, Kdrwfir, Hiibli, and 
other places ; they wished to have permission to trade 
without duty (except the per cent, import duty), 
tliroughout the R^ij^i's domains: they asked that 
wrcclcs should not be plundered, and that English 
coin should be recognized as current in the Dekhan. 
After some preliminaries (including handsome pre- 
sents, of course, to various ministers), the ambassadors 
were I'eceivcd in audience. The Raj^ was courteous, 

^ FriBsel’s MS. 

2 Nothing but rice and ghee, till the Raja sent a butcher to 
sux3i)ly them 'with goat ! {Fnje)\ p. 78). 
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and consented, in return for a tribute, to allow free 
trade for English goods and the establishment of an 
English factory. Wrecks, he pointed out, were looked 
on by the fisher folk as their right, but the crows 
should be respected. As for coins, lie said that 
English money, being of a liigh standard of purity, 
would always fetch its value in India, and an agree- 
ment on that head would be tinnecessary. 

The coronation of Shivdji was a scene of great splen- 
dour. G^gdbhatt, a shdstri of renown from BenAres, 
was present, and performed the ceremony according to 
the strictest ritual. First, the Rajd was invested with 
the sacred thread, and declared to be an anointed 
Kshatriya, lord of the Marathc4 raced Then he 
weighed himself in gold, and distributed it to the 
Brahmans. Lastly, clad in gorgeous robes, the R^ljil 
mounted the throne prepared for him, amid cries of 
^ Shivdji Mahdrdj hi jdi!' from the vast crowd 
assembled in the precincts. The guns of RS<igad 
thundered volley after volley; the sound was caught 
up and repeated from fort to fort, till from end to end 
of the Sayhd^drls the roar of artillery, for hundreds of 
miles, proclaimed to the world the birth of the 
MardthS, nation, That night, merry-making and 
rejoicing, music and dancing, gladdened the hearts 
of high and low in every hamlet of the Dekhan. In 
E4igad, the spoils of plundered cities, stored for years, 
were poured out with lavish hand. Fifty thousand 

1 His title in full was Kshatriya Kulavtansa Sri Bdjd SMva 
Chhafrapatu 



THE DEATH OF SHIVAjf, 1666^1680 85 

Brahixians wore fed for a week, and innumerable 
costly presents were distributed. Gag^bhatt alone 
received £lO,OUO. Meanwhile, Shiv^ljl, seated on bis 
throne with a golden imago of Vishnu in his right 
hand, his queen and his son at his side, and his eight 
Ministers, holding their symbolic emblems, around him, 
went through the stately ritual of an Indian corona- 
tion. Finally, mounting his horse, he rode in state 
round the town at the head of his troops.^ 

For the next two years there was a lull in military 
operations. Shiv^iji, worn out witli the immense exer- 
tions of his life, contented himself with some plunder- 
ing raids, and with measures designed to secure his 
conquests. He was severely ill in 1676, and, sensible 
of his coming end, devoted himself to religious obser- 
vances. It was perhaps at this time, that, feeling 
that the great task of his life was achieved, he wished 
to hand his realm over to Rdmdd<a, and becoming a 
sanydd^ to spend the rest of his life in contemplation. 
Rdmdds, the princess spiritual adviser since his boy- 
hood, accepted the gift, and then, handing it back, 
bade Shivdjl use it for the good of mankind. Shivajl 
was a sincerely pious man, devoted to his country’s 
gods, and nothing is more remarkable than the out-" 
burst of religious and poetic feryour which followed 
upon his revival of the Mar^th^ national spirit. After 
the great R^mdds, perhaps the most remarkable 
personality was the sweet singer Tukdram, whose 

^ A most interesting account of the ritual used will be found 
in the Gazetteer^ Bombay Pres., xi, 370 if. 
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pious stra^ius are still sung by high and low, peasant 
and Brahman, all over the Dekhan. The story is well 
known, how, when Sh^lyist^i Kh4n held Poona, 
Shivdji stole down through the enemy's linos to 
attend a festival at which his liymns woz^o chanted. 
On another occasion it is related that the prince, when 
at Loh^igad, sent an escort to fetch the poet to his 
presence. But Tukdr^m, lost in meditation on the 
Bhand^ra hill, had no use for courts or gifts. 

‘ Torches, umbrella, steeds,* he wrote, ‘ what be those 
to me? 

Lord of Pandhari, why seek to ensnare mo thus ? 
Pomps and Vanities are to me as dust and ashes ; 
Hasten, 0 Lord, to my help,*’* saith Tukfirfim the bard.* 

But he sent the young ^ prince seven stanzas of wise 
advice on the duties of the ruler. 

ShivajPs last expedition was undertaken in 167'6. 
At the end of that year he sot out, with the largest 
Mard.th^ force which had ever yet taken the field at 
one time,^ to claim half of his father's jdgldr in the 
Karndtak, which had hitherto remained in the pos- 
session of his brother Venkdji. Such a claim appears 
to the impartial historian as not only unjust but im- 
prudent; the Dekhan and the Konkan were, racially 
and geograjDhically, the natural limits of Marfithd 
occupation, and to cross the Krishna was to tempt the 
Moghals to a fresh incursion into the country from 
which they had been driven with so much bloodshed. 

^ The traditional date of Tukaram’s poem is 1643. The 
2 Doems by Tukdirain and Ramdas relating to Shivaji will be 
found translated in Appendix II to this volume. 

^ 40,000 foot and 30,000 horse according to the MS. 
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On the other hand, it must be remembered that the 
MaraLhas were born pluncloreriS, and since Jiis first rise 
to power, Shivaji had only retained his position by. 
constant predatory warfare. The feeble state of the 
wretched kingdom of Bij^ipur, liowover repugnant 
the idea may be to our notions of fair play, offered 
an irreBiHti])lo temptation, and tlie rich fields of the 
Karn^itak promised a welcome change after the much- 
ravaged north, wliero the Mardtlid horsemen, like a 
swarm of locusts, had stripped the country of every 
trace of wealth. Even Surat, with its new stone walls, 
was no longer as easy a prey as it had been. There 
was, after all, not much to he feared with regard to the 
Moghals. The officer in chax’ge at Aurangdb^id was 
not over-eager to cross swords with his redoubtable 
opponents, and to make assurance doubly sure, Shivdji 
took the hold course of visiting Golconda and entering 
into an alliance with its monarch. At the same time, 
Moro Trimal Pingle, the Peshwfi., was left as Eegent 
at Rfligad, with orders to guard against possible 
incursions and to keep up the pex-ennial warfare with 
Janjixfi. The invasion was a complete success for the 
Mardth^i arms. The fortress of Gfngl, afterwards 
destined to become the great rallying-point for the 
Mardthds in the apparent hour of Moghal victory, 
surrendered; Vellore was taken, together with the 
Kolhar and Bangalore districts, the latter being part 
of the ancestral territory granted to Shdhjf; and 
Venkaji, in great despondency, consented, perforce, to 
surrender half his possevssions to his masterful brother. 
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Aurangzeb’s policy with regard to the Dekhan was 
to. encourage all the states to quarrel until they should 
be so exhausted as to be an easy prey. He now thought 
it time to interfere, and so he sent Diler Kh^n, the 
famous Pathfc officer who had formerly been the 
colleague of Singh in the campaign of 16G2-5, to 
co-operate with Bijapur. On receipt of thivS nows, 
Shivdji returned to the Dekhan by way of Bcllary, 
which he took eoi route. Meanwhile, however, in the 
inconsequential manner which makes Oriental warfare 
so puzzling to follow, Diler Kh^n had quarrelled with 
his allies, and had demanded the Pddshah Blbi, the 
Sult^n^s sister, as a hostage. A famous story is told 
of how the princess rode into the enemy^s camp, and 
gave herself up to save the doomed city from further 
slaughter, Shiv^jl, who had no wish to see his 
ancient foe fall a victim to the Moghal, — witli the 
Moghalsat Bijapur he would have a powerful enemy 
on either flank, — now made a diversion in their 
favour, He sent forces to plunder and harry Moghal 
territory, and eventually caused Diler Khdn to retreat. 
Shivdjl, as usual, was carrying all before him, when 
suddenly, at R^igad, a disease of the knee brought on 
fa violent attack of fever. Worn out by constant 
exertion, the great warrior and statesman succumbed 
I to what at first had appeared to be a trifling illness, 
and he passed away on the 5th of April, 1680, at the 
age of fifty “three. ' On that day says the ungallant 
Khafi Khfin, making an anagram, Persian-wise, of the 
date, " the Kafir went to Hell,^ 



CHAPTER VIII 

shivAjI’s character and achievements 

It has been the custom merely to consider Shiv^iji 
as a groat warrior — the liberator of his countiy, by 
moans o[ton to bo considered, when judged by western 
standards, as base and treacherous, fi'om the shackles 
of Mahommedan domination. This point of view is, 
in nearly every respect, a false one. Of his supposed 
treachery wo shall have occasion to speak later on. 
Like nearly all great warriors — Napoleon is a con- 
spicuous example — Shiv^iji was also a great adminis- 
trator, for the qualities which go to make a capable 
general arc generally those which are required by the 
successful organizer and statesman, It is convenient, 
however, to deal first with the Mar5-th{i army, the 
weapon forged by Shiv^iji to achieve his great struggle 
for independence. The backbone of his force was his 
body of Mdvlis. These trusty troops, the hxllmen of 
the central Dekhan, had been first organized and 
trained by him, and to the last they clung to their 
beloved leader with splendid courage and fidelity. 
But the M^vlis were only of use in the hills. In the 
earlier campaigns, which were chiefly waged for the 
purpose of recapturing the forts and ambushing forces 
in the passes and jungles, they were invaluable. It 
was they who surprised J^vli and scattered the army 
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f oi‘ Afzal Khan, and scaled the sheer precipices ol 
I Sinhagad. Their principal weapons were the sword 
and shield, and their method of attack was to creep 
within charging distance, and then to rush wildly 
upon the enemy with loud cries, retreating with 
equal speed if repulsed. Bub for work in the plains, 
regular campaigns and long marches, Shiva jl added to 
his force several regiments of lietkaris. These wove 
recruited from S^vantvadi and other parts of the 
Konkand They were good marksmen and wore armed 
with matchlocks, though one in every ton carried a 
bow, as in escalading a fort it was often necessary to 
pick off a sentry without noise, The organization 
was very much the same as that of the Mahomme- 
dans, and it still prevails in our Indian Army with 
comparatively little alteration. The squad was 
commanded by a ndih or corporal, the half-company 
by a havilcldr or sergeant, the company by ^jiimladdr 
or captain. Above them wore the battalion and 
brigade commanders (in charge of 1,000 and 5,000 
men respectively), and the Barnohat or Bend^xiti^ the 
" Commanderdn-chief . Of regular drill there was little 
^ or irone, and this explains the fact that small forces 
'-.of tx-oops ti'ained on European lines could overcome 
the best native army with ease. Thus, at the battle 
of Khirki in 1817, a British force of 2,800 men defeated 
the flower of the Mar^tha chivalry, though the latter 
were by no means deficient in courage or dash. It 
must be reuiembered that great though Shivdji was, 

^ Eet is a tract of country south of the Savitrf. 
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he seldom faced a really skilful adversary in the open 
field. His opponents were usually either grossly 
incojnpctent, or undermined by distrust and treachery. 
He know this, and probably that was why he at once 
fiurrendorod wlien a competent leader like the Ed,ja 
J{ii Singh took the field against him. Certainly, both 
Afeal Khdn and the Sidi Johdr, had they taken 
ordinary military precautions, should have ended his 
career with promptitude. But Eastern campaigns are 
conducted in a fitful, haphazard fashion, with little 
regard to strategy. Wellesley’s campaign in the 
Dekhan in 1803 shows how easily a scientific plan of 
action might have overcome resistance. Shiv^ji’s 
army is reckoned at as much as 50,000 troops all told. 
This, if not a groat exaggeration altogether, includes 
the numerous garrisons employed to guard and main- 
tain the forts. His usual striking force was about 
10,000 troops of all arms.^ 

Since the coming of the Mahommeclans, cavalry had 
played an increasingly important part in Indian war- 
fare. Most of the great foudatoidos of the Dekhan 
were ranked according to the number of cavalry they 
could put into the field. At first, Shivfijt neither had 
nor needed cavalry. His Md,vlis were frequently 
mounted on the little Dekhan tats^ but they wore merely 
mounted infantry, They could not stand up for a 
moment before a charge of the heavy Mahommedan 

^ Fryer says he had ‘ 30,000 horsemen and footmen innumer- 
able \ but * miserable souls for soldiers ; they looked like our 
old BriiainSy half-naked, and as fierce when all lies Oi3eii 
before them * {Beta Account j p. 147). 
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horse. Shiv^jf later on raised a body of seven thousand 
horse mounted on steeds captured from Afzal Khdn 
and from the Moghals on the occasion of various 
raids, and entrusted them to the able but cruel Ndthdji 
Pfi.lkar. They were a great asset, and in later days 
the sturdy Mardth^ horseman, his long lance in rest, 
and his scanty feed hung in the tohrcb at his side, 
scoured all over India, bringing tcxu’or to the gates of 
Delhi itself. A nursery rhyme, still familiar in Bengal, 
echoes this fear : 

‘ The baby is sleeping, the village is still, 

The IfOTgis are riding around : 

The bulbuls have eaten the grain in the ear, 

Oh, how is the rent to be found ? ’ 

The horgi is the BArgir, or Marathd trooper who is 
supplied with a horse at the expense of the state. 
The Silladdr provided his own horse. Pay varied 
from about twelve rupees a month to a trooper, to 
eight hundred for a brigadier. The M^vlis appear to 
have been paid in kind. Shivdji, lilce all great 
generals, was adored by hia troops, who would follow 
him anywhere. He was generous in rewards, but a 
strict disciplinarian. It will be remembered how his 
quondam opponent, Bdji Prabhu, held the pass of 
Rtogana till he fell. On the other hand, Khanduji 
Kakre was executed for conniving at the escape of 
Afzal Khfc’s family: Shamraj Pant was dismissed 
for his failure before Janjir^ ; and we hear of another 
unsuccessful officer committing suicide rather than 
face his master's wrath. Shivfiji considered that the 
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chief strength of the Deklian lay in the hill -forts, and 
here he was quite right. The obstinate defence put 
up by Ohdkan against the Moghal army showed their 
strategic value. Only hillmen like the Mdvlis could 
liopo to surprise them. On the chief of tlieae strong- 
holds, Rfijgad, Rdigacl, Tornfi, Pratdpgad, and others, 
he expended extraordinary care and skill. Rdigad has 
earned for itself the name of the Gibraltar of the East. 
There wore, in all, two hundred and eighty of these, 
and many of them are connected with the most 
stirring events of Shivdji’s eventful career. The 
people were taught to regard ‘the fort as their 
mother’' — as indeed it was, for thither the inhabi- 
tants of the surrounding villages resorted in time 
of invasion, with their flocks and herds and treasure, 
and in times of peace they earned a living by 
supplying the garrisons with provisions and fodder. 
In order to prevent a recurrence of the treachery by 
•which ho himself had taken so many strongholds, 
Shivdji provided that in each garrison there should be 
a mixture of castes. Any one who has been engaged 
in administrative work in India will appreciate the 
prudence of this precaution. The garrison usually 
consisted of Mdvlis, commanded by a Mardtha 
Havilddr. The Havild^r was associated with a 
Prabhu Kdrlchdnis, or Gari’ison Engineer, while the 
Brahmin Suhheddr, or Civil ofiicer of the district, 
also resided there. The surrounding hill-sides were 
entrusted to the Jtdmoshis, or aboriginal low-caste 
folk, who kept charge of the adjacent forest, gave 
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early warnirig of an approacliing foe, and collected 
grass and firewood for the garrison. In one arm, 
artillery, Sliivdji was extremely weak, and this partly 
accounts for his repeated failures before Janjir^. 

The campaigning season was from October to Apiul 
At the close of the rains, at the great Hindu festival 
of Dasara, which usually falls early in October, the 
troops were paraded, and a review was held, at whicli 
the equipment of all ranks was carefully examined. At 
this festival, Shxvajl’.s goddess, Ambr'ibfii of Tulj'flpur, 
was worshipped with great solemnity, in order that 
she might bestow her blessing upon tlie operations of 
the ensuing season. 

The Civil System introduced by Shivdji resembled, 
in its essential respects, tlie system of govoiiiinent 
which has obtained in India since the time of the 
Mauryas, and which, with compai'atively trifling 
alterations, is in force under the British Govezmment 
to-day. The so-called ' bureaucracy against whielx 
it is now the fashion to inveigh, is really indigenous 
to the soil, and probably more suited to the needs 
of an Eastern people tlxan any form of representa- 
tive government. The districts wore managed by 
village and district officers, as they are to-day; the 
chief difference being the absence of our present 
elaborate judicial system. Civil cases were decided 
by the local iJanclidyat, criminal cases by the Sdstras, 
as interpreted by the Nydydclish, or chief Justice, 
As in the Army, ShivSjf was careful that Prabliua, 
Mardthds, and Brahmans should all take their share 
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in Civil govornment; the Brahman monopoly of 
office, which began, with fatal resnlts, under the rule 
of fcho Pesliwds, and atill prevails to a certain extent, 
i was carefully avoided. The central Government con- 
sisted of the Hotids of Departments, who formed a 
Cabinet not unlike the old Legislative Council^ 
It was called the Ashiapvudlidrbi or Council of Eight, 
and directed the policy of the State in general. It 
did not meet very often, as its inombcrs were nearly 
all military officers, engaged in the field, and the 
local organi:^ation sutliced for ordinary occasions. 
The Pidme Minister, or Peshwfi, was the famous Moro 
Pingle ; the otlxcr officers were the Auditor-General, 
the Eecord Keeper, the Secretary, the Commander-in- 
Chief, the Foreign Minister, the Cliief Justice, and 
an ecclesiastical officer who acted as astrologer, inter- 
preter of sacred books, and chief authority upon 
religious customs and coroiuonies in general. Besides 
these Ministers, were the usual army of clerks, 
accountants, and other officials, who make up the 
permanent Civil Service in any country. 

The chief cause of unrest in India is usually 
ccononaic, and it was Shivfiji’s economic reforms 
which chioHy commended liim to the people. In 
this he owed much to the precept and example of 
the just and righteous DrkUji Kondev, who, in his 
turn, hoiTOwed a great deal from the great Mahom- 

^ It has been absurdly compared to a Parliament! It was 
nothing of the hind. Elective institutions were unknown in 
India, and the Aslitaxmulhdn was a Cabinet. Its members were 
nearly all military. 
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raedan financiers, M41ik Ambar of Ahmadnagai', and 
Todar of Agra. Authority in the Dekhan had, 
since the overthrow of the Hindu by the Mahom- 
medans, fallen into the hands of the great feudal 
nobles, who, in the absence of a strong central 
Government, did very much as they pleased. Taxes 
were farmed out, and as long as the duos wore paid to 
the authorities, no questions wore asked about the 
manner of their collection, The unfortunate rdyat^ 
afflicted by famine and oppression, had no court of 
appeal and no means of redress. It was D^uKji’s just 
administration of the jdgJdr of Poona which first won 
the hearts of the M^vlis to ShivAji^s cause. In tliis 
respect, Shiv^ji effected two great and lasting reforms. 
Firstly, assessment of the tax was to be made on the 
state of the crop, so that in famine years taxation 
was practically nil.^ Cattle, grain, seed, and money 
were advanced on liberal terms to encourage farming. 
Secondly, all tax-farming was peremptorily stopped, 
and taxes were collected only under the supervision 
of the officials of the Central Government. The great 
Dekhan nobles, the Jadavs, the Mores, the S^,vants, 
and the rest, had been Shiv^jfs chief rivals and op- 
ponents, and he sought to break their power for over. 
No land was hencefortli granted in return for mili- 
tary service, and troopers were enlisted, for fixed 
rates of pay, by the Government. The system of 

^ The tax was twofifths of the crop or its value. It was 
usually paid in kind. See the note at the end of the chapter 
for further details. 
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emplujang tlio n hloH find thoir retainers ceased to 
exist. Again, Sluvaji took ihe greatest care that 
none of the great offices of the state should l)ecome 
hereditary. They wore given as a reward of merit, 
and the holder was frequently dismissed for incom- 
petence. Tins wise and statesmanlike regulation was, 
unfortunately, not udlicrcc! to ])y the later Mar^ith^l 
rulers. 

Ill appearance, Shivfijx was a typical Mar^lthfi. He 
was sliort and sliglit,^ with long arms, small hands, 
an aquiline nose, a pointed board, and a fair com- 
plexion. Ho had piercing eyes, and a resolute face, 
handsome and intelligent, but hard and feline. He 
was an excellent swordsman and horseman, of wonder*- 
ful endurance, and ^^iGaaing and frank in manner. 
Of his personal character, many estimates, of a most 
diverse nature, have been formed. Grant Duff, with 
memories of the Mnr^<tha power still recent in his 
mind, speaks of him as an assassin and freebooter, 
and this, unfortunately, is the opinion followed by 
most subsequent English writers.^ On the other 
hand, Indian writers are prone, often for political 
ends, to exaggerate his good qualities to an extra- 
ordinary degree, The fairest estimate is that of 
Kh^fl who, being himself an historian of 

Aurangzeb^s court, can scarcely be accused of a 

’ He weighed 10 sfc. at his coronation. See Fryer, Waring’s 
M((7'dth('(8f p. 87, and the Vignette in Orme’s Fragments. 

® Even G-rant Duff owns that * his claim to high rank in the 
page of history must be admitted ’. 


1747 
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bias in Shiv^ljfs favour. Kh^fi Klian writGa as 
follows : ^ 

^ He attacked the caravans which came tVoin distant 
parts, and appropriated to himself the goods and the 
women. But he made it a rule, that wherever his 
followers wont plundering, they shouhl do no harm 
to Mosques, the Book of God, or any one’s women. 
Whenever a copy of the Holy Kuvun came into liis 
hands, he treated it with respect, and gave it to some 
of ^ his MusalmSn followers. Wlien the women of any 
Hindu or Mahommodan were taken prisoners by his 
men, and they had no friend to i')roiect them, lie 
watched over them till their relations came to ljuy 
them their liberty.^ . . . He laid down a rule, that 
whenever a place was plundered, the goods of poor 
people, copper money, and vessels of brass and copper, 
should belong to tlie man who found them ; but other 
articles, gold and silver, coined or uncoined, gems, 
valuable stufi's and jewels, were not to belong to the 
finder, but were to be given without the smallest 
deduction to the officers, and to bo by them paid over 
to Shiv^ji’s Government,’ ^ 

Shiv^ji must not be judged by twontioth-contury 
Western standards, Ble was, according fco the ethics 
of his age and nation, a brave and chivalrous man. 
'He was fighting a desperate battle, against enormous 

^ Elliot and Dowson, vii. 260, 

2 Shivaji’s respect for women was so well known, that on 
more than one occasion Mahommedans escaped from the sack 
of a town di*essing in women's clothes. 

® So, at the plunder of Surat, Mankar (§ 54) tells us that 
^ they did not touch cloth, co 2 )per utensils, and other insig'ni- 
licant articles’. The story of Smith, the English merchant, 
who was taken prisoner, that he saw Shivilji chopping off the 
heads and hands of those who concealed their wealth, must be 
a gross exaggeration. 
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od(h, and he could expect little mercy from his foes 
had ho fallen into their clutches. His was a dai’k and 
violent ago, and at least Shivajis handvS were not 
stained, like those of Aurangjiol), with the blood of his 
kindi*ed. Ho was never <lclil)ovatoly or wantonly cruel. 
To rovspoct women, mOvSquovS, and non-co\ubattmts, to 
stop pi^omiscnous slaughter after a battle, to release 
and dismiss with honour captured ofRccrs and men — 
these arc, surely, no light virtues. His attacks upon 
tlio Mores and Ghorpad(^s wore inspired by tlie 
treachery which Ijoth had shown, and Ijy the hatred 
which he felt for his countrymen who refused to join 
in the iiational uprising. The Marfithfis, born and 
bred in the stern and bari^en Dekhau Hills, living 
largely on plunder, were naturally a wild and ruth- 
less race. Shiv^ji had his share of these national 
characteristics, but ho was never guilty of such 
enormities as stained, for example, the name of the 
infamous S^/heb. Pie certainly, from the Eng- 
lish point of view, acted treacherously towards Afzal 
Kh^n. On the other hand, Afzal Khfc, with his 
knowledge of the Dekhan, deserves little commisera- 
tion. No officer of intelligence should have walked 
into such a trap, and >Shiv^jf was, moreover, incensed 
by the wanton desecration of the most holy of the 
Dekhan shrinesd Nor is there much doubt that the 
dungeon prepared for Sh^bji would have been quickly 

^ The murder of Afzal Khan was, after all, no more 
treacherous than the murder of the Eed Comyn. Yet what 
lhatorian seriously blames Eohert the Bruce ? 

G 2 
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filled hy his son — perhaps, according to Mahoinmedan 
usage, 5naimccl and ]')]iiided — liad he surrendered to 
his opponent. 

Shivaji was a sincerely religions man, Ho heliovod 
himsell’ to he constantly guided and inspired by the 
goddess BhavAnl. He was tlm disciple of tlic great 
Delchan preaclier and poe5, R/im D^is, and an ndinu’er 
of the saintly Tukfiifun. His devotion to his parents, 
especially to his mother Jijabrii, was proverbial. And, 
lastly, wo must not forget that he organized the army 
which shattered the Moghal Empire in the height 
of its powei’, — a task which the E^jputs thomsolvcs 
essayed in vain, — which spread terror from Ranid- 
svarain to Attock, and which offered tlie only real 
opposition to the British in northern India, The 
glories of the Peshwd-s and of the E^jds of Sfitto 
have long since departed, but in the great feudatory 
states of Western Hindustan — Gwffior, Indorse, Baroda 
— we still see the fruits of the organizing genius of 
Shivdji. 


ADDITIONAL NOTE 
shivAjTs eevisnue system 

The following details may he useful to Btudents : Land was 
classified as rice, hill, or garden land. Rice land, being the 
most valuable, was divided into twelve classes, and the tax 
was 40 per cent*, or two-fifths, on what was considered to bo 
the average yield of each class. This came to about 57|- bushels 
per acre on first-class land, and about 23 bushels on land of 
the last class. In practice, however, the assessment was found 
too severe, and was reduced to about 33 per cent* In the case 
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of gardonn, ooco*nut trees in bearing paid half their nuts, 
barren trees being oxoinpted. Toddy palms, jach-fruit, &c., 
paid from to 2s. per tree, and other crops in like proportion. 
Ilill-oountry was generously treated, allowance being made for 
rooky soil and for time required for fallow. Our own Land 
Administration system is based on this plan, and hence is in 
accordance with national tradition. In the case of foreign 
landK overrun by Maratha troops, an ofiicer was loit to collect 
clutiiUi (tax of ono-’foiirtli), and if it was not roriheoming, it 
was taken by force.’ 

^ See, for details of a typical province, the account in T. 13. 
Jervis, iStatisHcal Meuioir of tho Konhan^ Calcutta, 1840. 



APPENDIX I 


THE BALLAD OV 8IN[lA(iAI) 

The following ballad is a spociuicn of the ])()palar 
songs still snng among tho Maraili^is oT Llio I^oona 
district to celcbi-ate Shivdj(\s exploits* It was teuis- 
latcd for me by Mr. C. A. Kincaid, O.V.O., I.O.S., ))y 
whose kindness I am permitted to prnit it. Tho 
original, together with another on the death ot Ai/al 
Khan, is given in Acworth and Slialigr^im’s collec- 
tion.^ 

Twas Queen Jijd;b^i looked forth, to tho East and to 
the North 

As at Pratdpgad one morning she combed her raven 
hair. 

And white as ivory seeming, with the sunliglit on it 
streaming, 

The Lion's fort was gleaming in the February air. 
^Now my messenger come hitlicr; go ride to Edjgad, 
thither, 

Tell Shivaji of Junnar that his mother needs him 
sore ! ' 

And tho ]nessenger rode far l)y Madha and by Par 
And he thundered through Birwadi and ho Hashed 
through Poladpore. 

^ Bombay, 1891. See alao AcwoiLldH IJcdkuh of ike ManUMs, 
Longmans, 1894. 
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Now to Ilajgad ko has ridden and to enter he is 
bidden. 

* Wliy coiuCiSt thou thus uusuminoiied and why coinest 
thou in .such haste V 

Queon Jijahru has cried, till my son is at my 
side, 

^ No water shall I drinlc and no morsel shall I taste/ 

'Bring my shield and hrcast-plate hero, bring my 
tiger claws and speav, 

' Lead Krishna Crom the stables, the pride of all tlie 
stud, 

' For by Madha and ))y Par, Ijy the Moon and by the 
star 

‘ SliivAji of Junnar must ride to Pratdpgad/ 

The blare of his horn woke Queen JijYib^i at morn. 

'Como Shivajl of Junnar, I would play at dice with 
thee/ 

And the wager was taken and tlie dice-box was 
Kshaken. 

^ Bhavani \ prayed Queen Jijabai, ' grant victory to me/ 

From her shrine above the valley high o'er P^r and 
Ambenali 

Bhavtol hoard and ordered it that Shivaji should 
lose : 

And thrown Ijy cither hand the dice at her command 

P'or JijAlYii showed sixes and for Shivaji fell twos. 

'Now choo.se, mother mine, from my strongholds 
twenty-nine, 

^ Choose Raj gad or .Raigad or Sheri hy the sea, 

'Choose Maki'angad or Ohandan, choose Visapur or 
Wandan,' 

'Nay, Shivaji of Junnar, give the Lion's fort to me/ 
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Then the Phoslc’s brow grow black, as he slowly 
inuttcred back : 

' But XJclai Bhaii the Rathoi' and hia twelve sons guard 
the way ; 

‘ PCc has Arabs and Afglidns and Rajputs and Path^ins/ 

' Nay, the Lion's i’ortress give uio: 'twas a wager; thou 
miist pay/ 

* But the elephant Chaiidravelly, the man-slayer Ironi 
Delhi, 

Will trample us to powder, if wo break their lighting 
line/ 

^ Now God’s curse upon thee rest, if thou dost not my 
behest, 

' But on thee a motlaer’s blessing when the Lion’s fort 
is mine/ 

Botla back to Eftjgad went, but a weary night he spent. 

' Now who among my barons all will win the hold for 
me?* 

^To win it went forth many, but there came 1)ack 
never any ; 

Oft planted was tlie mango seed, but nowhere grows 
the tree. 

‘Where the emerald Konkan rests hicath the SayhddiTs 
crests 

‘ Dwells Tdnfiji tlie Lion, my boldest baron lie. 

‘Now my messenger ride back down the rugged 
Madha track 

‘ And witli twelve thousand men-at-arms call Tanaji to 
mo/ 

Swift the horseman crossed the Doni on his nimble 
Dekhan pony — 

The little Doni water that lives hut through the rains 
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Then adown the sunny slopes to the verdant mango 
topes, 

That nestled round Umratlia in the pleasant Konkan 
plains. 

Through tlic outer gate ho rode, through the Darhar 
hall ho strode, 

Wlioro 'lYiuiljl Malusro lias seated him in state : 

‘’Tin tlio Bhoslc wlio has spoken. See! I bring his 
hotel token, 

‘ And lie calls thee with thy vassals and he bids thee 
not 1)0 late/ 

‘ Ho ! gather Wadghar Naiks from your rice-holds and 
your dykes, 

‘ Ho I Shirkes of UmrAtha youi’ sturdy tenants bring, 

‘ Ho ! fly o*er Nandir manor the Savant's knightly 
banner . 

'And speed ye with your liege lord Malnsre to the 

King; 

With sword on sliouldcr hung, on his steed Malusre 
sprung, 

Wlion his son the dark-eyed Rtyabi his father 
craved to sec ; 

' My fatlior, prithee tarry, for to-inorrow morn I marry 

With the fairest in the Konkan, with the bride hast 
picked for mo; 

' When Ganga backwaixl llows at the melting of the 
snows, 

' When Yamuna rolls her waters from Prayag to 
Khatmandliu, 

‘ Then only then, by Hari ! shall I tarry, shalt thou 
marr}?”, 

‘ When Shivaji of Junnar has work for me to do.' 
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They have reached Rajgad and wait. 'Fling wide 
the Hira gate. 

^ Oh, Shivaji of Junnar 1 was thy token but a jest?* 

' Nay, Queen Jijabai did need thee, her lips alone shall 
speed thee ; 

'My Mother, tell thy champion his guerdon and his 
quest.' 

She waved around his head lier fivc-wick'd lamp and 
said ; 

' Of all the Bhosle's barons men shall deem thee as the 
first. 

'Nay, I shall be thy mother and Sliiv^iji thy 1)rothor, 

' If thou wrest the Lion's fortress from Llie rule of the 
accurst.' 

To her feet he bowed his crest: 'Bo thy heart, 0 
Queen, at rest. 

' He who bears a mother s blessing is safe from 
every ill, 

' And be tlnou at my side, my hand and blade to 
guide, 

' 0 BhavlinI of PraMpgad, Bhavani of the Hill I ' 

They have reached the broken ground, the Lion's fort 
around, 

And they've freed the ghorpad^Yesh want beneath the 
western gate ; 

^ Tho glior])ad or iguana is common in the Bekhan. It is 
attributocl -with extraordinary power and tenacity in rock- 
climbing, and there are many stories oi’ its scaling castle walls. 
The family of Ghorpade earned their name from a legendary 
exploit like the one attributed in this ballad to Tauaji. Tho 
story here related has no support in contemporary accounts, 
but it is believed all over the Deklian ; for, say the people, the 
rock is so steep that it could have been scaled in no other way ! 
It was certainly an extraordinary feat. 
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They laave flung a necklace o'er him and benfc the knee 
before him, 

And they Vo tied the rope around him that should bear 
tlioiu to their fate. 

Half-way the ghorpad turned, for the .soul within him 
learned 

That the lorLros.s frowning o*ov him soon would see 
MaluHrc die ; 

And tlie armed men l)chind him cried: '0 Tanajl, 
unhiml liim, 

"33ofeat and death await us, for the ghorpad cannot 
lie^; 

Loud lauglicd Malusre, scorning the ghorpad Yesh- 
wanPs warning, 

' And if Hell yawned before us should a Kshattriya 
hesitate ? 

‘ If that las^y beast plays prophet, I shall soon make 
mincemeat of it 

‘ And Idl cook it on chapattis and well eat it while we 
wait 1 ' 

Then the frightened ghorpad fled, up the dark rock 
overhead, 

Till above he fixed his talons deeply, flrinly in the 
heath. 

And tlioir hearts beat high with hope, as they scaled 
the swinging rope, 

With their blankets round their faces and their 
tulwars in their teeth. 

Fifty men, a chosen l)audj on the bastion’s summit 
stand 

When the rope breaks behind them as ye knap a strand 
at will. 
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* Now Kshattriyas »stancl last ! For the cause ! For 
the caste ! 

^ For Shiv^iji of Junnar and Bhavanf of the Hill ! ' 

On hands and knees they crept where the Aral) 
guardmen slept 

The sloop that comes unbroken from the wine when 
it is red. 

Then a sudden silent dart and a knife thrust to the 
heart 

And they slew tlae whole nine hundred save a single 
one who fled. 

He fled on wings of fear to the castlo\s topmost bier, 

Where IJdai Bhau was toying with his eighteen ladies 
fair. 

Lo ! the Kafir from the west, he has slaughtered all 
thy best, 

‘ Leave thy revels and thy ladies or wo lose the Lion’s 
lair.’ 

Then Uclai Bhan looked up, as he quafied his golden cup, 

'Now a curse upon the Kafir and a plague upon thy 
head. 

' Send the elo];>hant Chanclravolly, the manslayer from 
Delhi, 

‘He will trample down the Kafir like the worm 
beneath his tread.’ 

They have drugged the brute with bhang till his 
trunk in fury swung, 

And his eyeballs glared as rod as the sun at eventide. 

‘ Now 3deld, tliou country lout/ cried in scorn the bold 
mahout, 

‘ Or be trampled into powder under Chandravelly’s 
stride/ 
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Fierce waxed Maluaro’s ire and liia Konkan blood took 
fire 

And lie sprang astride the monster and his kick the 
driver slew. 

Then his tulwar downward sped, where the trunk met 
tusks and liead 

And tiio nianslaycr sank lifeless as the singing blade 
sliore through 

‘ Udai bhau bo up and doing, or all Islam, will bo nicing. 

^ Cham Irav oily/ cried the Arab/ lies a lump of bleeding 
clay/ 

' Send my twelve sons to the battle, they will drive the 
foe like cattle, 

' But iny eighteen winsome ladies I shall love them 
while I may/ 

Stamped on each bold stripling’s face was his regal 
Krfjput race — 

All the fiery soul of Marwad flashing bright through 
every eye — 

Like the crag adown the corrie, like the tiger on the 
quarry, 

They rushed upon Malusre to kill him or to die, 

Swift aside Malusre stept and as each one forward 
leapt, 

Ho smote him through the shoulder all adown the 
sacred string, 

And they died without a sigh for the cruel Chagatai, 

With their faces towards the foeinan and their backs 
upon the ling, 

Then the Ai’ab told their doom in the merry bridal room, 

Where the E^ithor loved the ladies who sighed for him 
alone. 
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‘Now iby gallant Hom arc slain, durst thou Delhi face 
again 

‘And the laughter of tlie nobles and the angc]' oC tlio 
tlirone ? ' 

Lo ! Udai Bh^m has sprung where his sword and 
buckler hung ; 

In a single lino ho 's placed tliein, his eighteen ladies 
fair. 

And liis blade flashed through and tlirough them, ns 
one and all he slew tlioni 

And liglitly touched their lifo-lJood ou his forehead 
and liis hair. 

Now Bhavfini of the Hill guard bi^ave fj’oin ill, 

For the stoutest hand might tremble and the boldest 
lieart might fear, 

For in duel and in melde, the deftest blade in Dellii 

Was this mighty Rajput captain of the Moghal 
Alamgir. 

As the lightning-flash descends where the Indryfml 
wends, 

When the thunder-cloudvS are gathered around Visapur 
in Jesht, 

On Malusre fell the blow, beating sword and sword- 
arm low, 

And the Lion fell cloven to the waist. 

Bliavfml from her fane sorrowed sorely o'er the slain : 

‘ Deep and dark shall be the vengeance ere his soul to 
Kailas go.’ 

And the breath of her hate burst wide the Kalyto- 
gate 

And Tdn^jfa twelve thousand sprang headlong on the 
foe. 
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Then tlio good Marafcha steel clove Lhe Ratlior to the 
heel, 

And the rcattliey dragged in triumph to the Kalydn- 
gato to kill. 

And the blood of the accurst mu tree to quench the thirst 

Of Bliavdui of Pratfq^gacl, BhaviTuif of the Hill. 

On a cot their chid’ tlioy laid, by his side his blood- 
stained blade, 

And the cou({uorod guns roared homage as they bore 
liini down the KhiiuL 

And no throne could have boon fitter than that rude 
triumphal litter 

For a baron of the Konkan, for a Kshattriya of Ind, 

And they bore him back again to the sunny Konkan 
plain, 

To his old fief of Umifitha whore liis fathers lived and 
died. 

Twelve days the King wept o'er him for the great love 
that ho bore him, 

And the next he chose for Eayaba a fairer, luckier bride, 

Then ho sent a workman skilled a monument to build 

On the Lion's fortress summit, on the spot where he 
was slain. 

For all Maharashtra through, where the Bliagva 
Jhendfv blew, 

His like ne’er lived before him and shall never live 
again. 

And there carved in stone Virdsan, still he looks o'er 
lake and station, 

Ringed round with desolation, where the grey apes 
leap and swing. 

And clear as history’s pages he tells the after ages 

How Tandji the Lion won the Fortress for the King. 
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shivAjI and the maiUtijA poets 

The great national revival under Shivfiji brought 
with it, as such i^evivals often do, an outburst of 
poetic writing, Tho great Mar^lth^i poets who are 
associated in popular tradition with tho name of 
Sliiv^ijb are Tukdr^m and Rrimdfus, Of each of tlxese 
I here give a brief sketch, with a translation of some 
of the poems bearing more directly on Shiv^ijf. They 
may he of interest to the reader, as Marathi poetry is 
almost unknown to the outside world, and Bfimdds, 
at least, has never before been translated. Mar^tlii 
poetry has few of tho distinctively Oyric graces^ of 
western verse. It is partly ^ gnomic ^ and sententious, 
partly devotional. In the latter respect it resembles 
curiously the poetry of the so-called ^ metapliysieal * 
school of English poets, — Crashaw, Vaughan, Herbert, 
— especially in its quaint conceits and its genuinely 
mystic note. Tuk^rim, especially, rises to extraor- 
dinary heights in the latter respect. * I have had to 
translate sonxewhat freely in order to meet English 
readers, as Mardthi poetry, in an English dross, often 
appears inconsequent and elliptical if literally roxi- 
dered. In these translations I am greatly indebted to 
Mr. R, D. Ranade, M.A., a profound Mardthi scholar 
with a unique knowledge of the poetry of his nation. 
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Tvikilr^iiu’s stanzas are quoiecl from the Nlrndyasigar 
erlition (191S) ; those of Uamclds fi 'om Gondbakckar s 
collected erlition of llie iroWrs (Dhiilia, 1906). 

I tukArAm 

Tuk^vvain waB l>ovn in 1G08 at Dehn, near Poona, on 
the liiinlcH oC the Indrayruif. Pli.s fatlior kej^t a little 
Btovo, In 1G29 ojic of tlic torriUc periodic famines 
swept over the Deklian, and all whom ho loved perished 
iix it. Ho took to tlm worslnp oC Vithoba, the god of 
Pandhrir]:)nv, and tlioiigh after the famine ho married 
again, liis devotion for tlio deity grew daily npoii him. 
Ho identified Vithobfl and Krishna, and his poetry 
rises to almost lyrical heights in praise of him. He 
was cruelly ponsecuted l.)y the Brahmans, but by hi>s 
paiionce imdcr torment he won their hearts. Shivfiji 
visited him and tried in vain to get him to come to 
Ids court. Tukfiram, however, refused, saying that 
Jt^.indris was a fitter preceptor for the prince. He, 
however, addrcsscil ShivS-ji in a number of stani^as 
giving liim wise advice and blessing bis enterprise. 
In 1649 he disappeared. H am going to my mother’s 
village,* he said, in a patlietic verse he left behind. 
The common people said that Vitliohd carried him to 
Heaven in his chariot. 

TulcAram is the popular poet, par exeelleiicej of the 
Dekhan. His verses are still chanted by high and low, 
and form a guide in life to those who are unacquainted 
with Sanskrit, and cannot read the Sacred Books. He 
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is a true mystic, and liis artless verses, always sincere, 
always filled witli a j^ersonal perception of the Divine 
Presence, sometimes rise to wonderful heiglits of devo- 
tion and praise. 

Tile following is part of tlio Ej^istlo which Tuk/ir/lin 
sent to Shivfijl, when tlio Council of Eiglit went to 
him in a body and implored him to come to tJio 
court : 

(4440) God made the world, and in it Tfo placed al! 
manner of skill: a ski! fill Prince art thou, wise in 
heart, devoted to thy Toaclier. 

fSiva is thy name, Lord of the Manitha liosts, Lord 
of the Umbrella, Governor of tlio world; vows and 
penance, meditation and yof/a, tliese tliou liast prac- 
tised, therefore tlmu invitest me to come. 

Listen to mo, 0 Prince, while I reply; tliis is my 
request: Dwellers in the forest are wc, wo roam 
homeless, wild and uncouth to behold, umvaslicd and 
nakod^ foodless and living on wild fruits. 

I am lean and ugly, iny liands and feet are far 
from beautiful : what ilien is the pleasure of secu'ug 
mo ? Listen to my request, saith Tuka, invito me not 
to come. 

(444d) Why come to thy court? Why weary niysolf 
with a fruitless pilgrimage ? Alms are my support, 
cast-off rags my raiment, stone my bod, the sky my 
covering. 

Why then ask thy help? It is but wasted time. 
The king is the fountain of honour, but honours give 
no peace to the Soul : The fortunate are blessed by 
the king, the rest remain unhappy ; looking upon the 
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rich in j^oldeu i‘aimeni, I feel tliat I am already dead 
to the world. 

Even iC thou toimkent me, God forsakes me not: 
This then is my last measage to thee, Tlie Mendicant's 
life is tlio hest for me. 

Many honourable inon suflcv torture, for pcuaiwo, 
vows, HacrilicoH ; none of tlioso can rid them of Desire: 
you are honoiiraldc moii, saitli Tuka, but the devotee 
is already IdoHsed, 

(4443) ])() lunv one tiling, Grow not weary of well- 
doing; invito mo not, for it will 1)0 a sin. 

Jhul men, fault-fiiiders, there ho in plenty around 
thee ; take no heed of such : find out the rulers, make 
tliis thy aim. 

Do tliis and my lieart finds Peace : I need not visit 
thee, for life is short. 

There is one Truth in the world : thoro is One Soul 
in all Being. Pin tliy faith to Gdiis Soul, see thyself 
mirrored in Rrundtis; Do tliis, 0 Prince, and Thou and 
tlio wliolc world shalt bo blest therein, thy fame will 
pervade tlio Universe, saith Tuka, 

Finding that ho could not got Tuk^irfun to come 
to court, Sluvaji went to visit him. The following 
is tlic staima said to liavo been uttered by the ^loet 
on this occasion : 

(4445) King Sliiv^jf, listen to me; fix thy mind on 
RAmd^is: Rdmdas is thy teacher, thy sage, go pi’o- 
strate before him. 

An incarnation of Mr4ruti, he hath imparted to thee 
his secret word : the secret word of R^ma 

saves. It relieved the Lord of Uma Himself in his 
pain. 



116 


APPENDIX 11 


Repeating backwards the Name of Rama, Valmiki 
found salvatio)! : ibis also was the secret of Vasistha; 
resort not, iliereforc, to any one else. Ranui-P^indu- 
ranga will save thee; think there Cove of none but 
Eaindds. 

Wo arc indifferent to thoo, Lord of tl\c Umbrella 
(clihalrapali), for we are Lords of Rags {palmimti ) : 
we have the righi. to aims in all quarters, and yet wo 
often lack bread. 

God hast bestowed upon us tlio boggiiigdiow] us 
HivS Gift: let us, then, go our ways, for tlion also 
art a devotee of E^ima. We arc tlio sei’vanis of 
Vithala, God will not forsake us. 

Honiblo yourself before Efimdas j l)]essings lie upon 
j^'ou, eaith l\ika, make obeisance to your ^^cacher. 

ii. rAmdAs 

Nartyan, afterwards called Efun-dfis (the slave of 
Eaina), was born in A.n. 1608 on the banks of the 
Godfivari, Early in life he i^cdgod Iximsolf to a life 
of celibacy and devotion, and in 1620, wJien he was 
about to bo married, he ran away from ihe hall when 
tliG ceremony was being conducted, ^ as the priests wtwo 
Ijeginning to chant the Mvadhc'ma b Per twenty-four 
years he was never heard of by his parents. ITo first 
went to Tfikali near Nasi]^, where ho spent twedvo 
years in rigorous penance. After this (like N^^nak 
the Sikh Guru), ho wandered all over India, visiting 
the great shrines. Among the places ho is reported 
to have stayed at, are Benares, Ayodhya, and Matliur^ 
in the north; Jagannfith in the east; and Eameshwara 
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and Ceylon in the south. At each he founded a matha, 
OX’ monastery. Returning lioine in 1644, after an 
absence of nearly a qxxarter of a century, he visited 
his aged mother, and then settled down in the Krishna 
district. Wai and Mahuli wore his favourite places of 
residence. Hero in 1649 lie gave liis first auclience to 
Shivfiji. He visited the shrine of Pandh4rpur, hut 
when lie ga^cd on the famous idol of Vithoha, be saw, 
not Vithuhfi, but his own deity Rama. ^ God is One, 
though tlic wise call Him hy many naines.^ 

Slimlji became more and more devoted to RdincMs, 
whom ho adopted as his spiritual preceptor, about 1650. 
Ramdas therefore took up his residence at Parali near 
Sfit^ra. In 1655, when Rftmdas, according to the 
practice of the mendicants, came to ask an alnxs, Shivaji 
fell at his feet, and made over his empire to him. 
Ramdas accepted the gift, but returned it to the prince, 
saying that henceforth he must regard his kingdom as 
hold in trust for God, and himself not a prince but 
a trustee. In token whereof, Shivdji adopted the 
< brown banner' iJbhagvA jhendA) as his standard in 
imitation of the brown robe of the mendicant. 

After the murder of Afjsal Khan in 1659, Shivfijl 
was told by Ramdas that he owed his victory to faith 
in Bhavani. After this, we do not hear much of 
Ramdas in connexion with Shivaji. His great work, 
the Bdmhodhci, composed about this time, contains 
much sage advice, but it is philosophical rather than 
political. It is, however, full of shrewd practical 
observations on life. In 1680 Shivaji died. Ramdas 
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heard of Sambajl's evil courses, anrl wrote exhorting 
him to give up his vicious life and follow the example 
of his mighty father, but all in vain. In the following 
year this remarlcable man called his disciples around 
him and told them his tiane had come* Of tlio throe 
great Marathi poets of the period, it may he said tliat 
Ekn^th was litei’ary, Tuk&fun emotional, and R^undfe 
practical Edindd,s, ^ the power behind the throne/ is 
inseparably bound xi]), in the minds ol' the Mar^itluis, 
with the rise of the national power under SliiVf^jl* 
The SaUKdi'^yoUejaha Sahha, Dhulia, is now eollecting 
and publishing his works, and they have recently 
acquired a MS. oE the Ddsahodha by Kalyto, his 
favourite disciple, with notes by the Master himsolh 
Tlie Bhdrata-Itihdsa-SamshodhaJca-Manclulai Poona, 
claims to have discovered some original documents and 
letters, but these arc not yet available. None of tljio 
works of Rdindas has been hitherto translated into 
English. 

I. Shiv^ji went to visit Ramchis at MfdmH in 1G49. 
Ramdas was at Ohaphal, but ho sent Sliivaji the 
following epistle : 

(1, 2) Immovable at heart, the protector of many, 
resolute to lead a holy life, rich and meditative, 
generous-hearted — who can vie with such an one? 

(6) Bold and liberal and earnest-minded, alert and 
brave, you have put all kings to shame, 0 Prince. 

(7) The shrines are desolate ! the Bi^ahmans’ houses 
are polluted : the earth is quaking : Faith is dead. 
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(8) Gods and Cows, Brahmans and the Faith, these 
are to be iDrotectod : therefore God has raised you U2^. 

(10) In all the earth thex^c is not anoUior who can 
save the Failh : a remnant of the Faith yon have 
saved. 

(11) 'Throxigli yon religion survives; many look fco 
you, blessed in your fame, 'worhbrenowned. 

(12) '*rhe wicked xire rooted out; they tremble. 
Many couio to you for slxoltoi', 0 Shiva, pidnce of 
ausjxicious name. 

II. Shivajl, after meeting Eamd^vs, wished to 
renounce the world, aixd become his disciple. But 
Rauidds told him that his duty lay witlx his peo^xlej 
and addressed to him the following ' Ode to Duty " : 

The Duty of a l^rince. 

(4) A Pxdticc should gauge the capabilities of men : 
he should employ lit servants, putting a>si(.lo the unfit. 

(7) Trcachoxy should bo blotted out : seek out Truth 
whore she lie>s hid. 

(8) Lucky is ho who wins people's hearts: time- 
servers should bo kept at a distance. 

(11) Luckless is ho who grows weary of action: 
cowardly is ho who fails at the supreme moment. 

(17) Sheejf run from a tiger: what do we care for 
a buffalo, though he be far larger ? 

(18) Kings should fulfil their kingly office : warriors 
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the duties of a soldier : Bralinuins should perform j 

their religious functions, each according to his station, t 

li 

Duties of a Warrior, jj 

(2) * . . He who is afraid, should slinn the soldier’s ‘j 

life, and fill Ins belly by oblier kinds of work. . , . 

(4) A Warrior should die fighting and go to 
heaven : or striving valiantly, return to reap the meed 
of Victory, , . . 

(13) When the Faith is dead, deatlx is better than ! 

life ; wliy live when Religion has perished ? ' 

(13) Gather the Mar^thas together, make religion , 

live again : our fathers laiigli at us from PIcavcu I 

(15) If you are proud of your lineage, march out to ] 

the fight : shim it, and bitter will be your repentance. 

(16) Forgive me, 0 Prince, but a man of one caste 
cannot fulfil the duties of another, 

(17) The enemies of God are as dogs; root them f 

out, Victory lies with the servants of God, doubt it 

not. . , , I 

(19) Discrimination, Prudence, Action, these bo tliy 
virtues : Rama killed Ravana by the aid of the Lord 
of Tulaja. 

(20) Tulaja Bhav4ni conferred her blessing on Bdma : '* 

to her Rfimdas prays. 

III. The following Ode was addressed by Ramdas 
to S)iiv4ji after the latter’s victory over Af;?:al Khan. 

This Ode, recently discovered, is given in the Dhulia j 

Edition of the Dasboclha (Dasaka 18, Sanrisa 0) ; 

(1) Men dock their bodies with jewels and tine 
raiment : but far better is a soul arrayed in M^isdom. • 
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(2) A roB 2 oleii(lcut body^ decked with jewels and fine 
raiment, without the seed of Wisdom at its core, is 
void of worth. . . , 

(7) Avoid excess, be sober: a wise man is never 
obstinalo. 

(8) Obstinacy is the cause of faction : and wlion two 
factions arise, one must perish. 

(9) Tulajfi Bhavdm protects us : yet we should bo 
prudeuL in our duty. 

(10) A pnuloiit man needs no warning: yet ovon he 
must bo on the watch. 

(11) A prince has many folk under him: ho should 
thci’oforo be prudent, for upon hizn rest the hopes of 
many. 

(13) The accursed barbarian has waxed mighty : bo 
continually on yoxxr guard against him. 

(13) God does all: wondrous happy is ho whom He 
favours. 

(14) Justice and Thought: Wisdom in all things: 
Courage at the cilsis and noble deeds: these be the 
gifts of God, 

(16) Fame and Glory: unequalled Virtue: those be 
the gifts of God. 

(17) Gods and Brahmans ; Thought and Deed: the 
I)eoplc"s love and a charitable heart: those bo the 
gifts of God. 

(18) Thoughts for this world and the next : Prudence 
and Tolerance : these bo the giCts of God. 

(19) Thought for the ways of God : Veneration for 
BrahmaiivS : Protection for the people : these bo the 
gifts of God, 

(20) Incarnations of God on Earth: Protectors of 
the Faith ; these be the gifts of God. 
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(21) An eyo for Merit: Shrewdiiass of mind: Love 
of the Faith: a holy life; these be the gifts of God» 

(22) The noblest of virtues is Reason : by Reason 
only we cross safely the sea of life. 


(Tlere endeth tl^e simtli Stwidsa^ hoi at j the do^Gription 
of the Virtuom M(m,) 
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